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Pheasants and other birds of Majhatal
Harsang Wildlife Sanctuary, Himachal
Pradesh, India

CHARUDUTT MISHRA

Thebirds seen between November 1992 and May 1993 in Majhatal Harsang Wildlife Sanctuary, Indian
Himalaya, are documented. A total of 1G6 species was identified, which included nine Phasianidac.

Majhatal Harsang Wildlife Sanctuary (MHWS) (76°55't0 77°5°Eand 31°15'
to 31°18°N) is located in the middie Himalaya in the Indian state of Himachal
Pradesh. The area has a subtropical monsoonal climarte, with altitude ranging
from about 575 mto 1,985 m. Chir Pine Pinus roxburghii and Ban OQak Quercus
leucotrichophoraforests, and subtropical Euphorbia scrub are the major vegetation
types {Champion and Seth 1968).

The fauna of MHWS inch/ldes Leopard Panthera pardus, which is the top
mammalian predator. Other predators are Jungle Cat Felis chaus, Asiatic
Black Bear Ursus thibetanus, and Yellow-throated Marten Martes flavigula.
Lammergeier Gypaetus barbatus is a potential avian predator.

The area has four species of wild ungulates; Indian Muntiac Munziacus
muntjiac, Common Goral Naemorhedus goral, Wild Pig Sus scrofa and Sambar
Cervus unicolor,

Seventeen villages populated by about 750 inhabitants are located inside
MHWS. Cultivation and livestock rearing are the main occupation of these
people.

Information on the avifauna of the area was collected during a six-month
study on Goral, between November 1992 and May 1993 (Mishra 1993). The
study period encompassed winter, followed by spring and the early part of
summer. The presence of nine species of the family Phasianidae was confirmed,
and a total of 106 species of birds was identified.

Most observations of birds were confined to altitudes between 1,400m and
1,900m. Twice I conducted surveys at a lower altitude (575m). Since I did
not record each sighting individually, only a subjective abundance index
{common or uncommeon) was assigned to each species. However, in the case
of Phasianidae, I recorded the group size and the habitat type for each
sighting. The habitat types were categorized largely based on the vegetation
structure. These were :

1. Terraced Fields {TF) - These were confined to the vicinity of villages.
Villagers largely cultivate maize, wheat, and mustard, and some paddy
in the low-lying areas,
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Sanctuary, Himachat Pradesh, India. M.S. thesis submitted to Saurashtra University, Rajkot, India.
N

List of birds sighted in Majhatal Harsang wildlife Sanctuary, Himachal Pradesh, India.

CHURAR Alectoris chukar

GreEy FRaNCOLIN Prancolinits pondicerianus
Brack Francor Prawcalinus Sfrancolinus
JuweLe BusH Quag. Perdicula asiatica
Koxrvass PHEASANT Pucrasia macrolophia
Rrp JunaLEFowL Gallus gallus

Kavy PreassNT Laphura lewcomelanos
CupBR PUBASANT Catrens wallichil

Tnptan Pearowl Pave cristatis

(SREY_CAUPED Pyoay WooDPECKTR Dendrocapos canicapilus

BROWN-FRONTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopos auriceps
L ussrr YEILLOWNAPE Picus chlorolophus
SCALY-BELITED WOOGDPECKER Picits squamalits
GREY-HEADED WOODPRCKER Ficts canus

GrrAT BarseT Megalaiiia virens

BiUE-THROATED BARBET Megalaima asiatica
Common Hoopor Upupa epops -
Winte-THROATED IINGESHER Halcyon smnmensis
Greex Bee-BATER Merops arientalis

Common Hawk Cocxoo Hieroceceyx vartus
IneiAN Cuckoo Guculus miicropteris

CommoN Cuckon Cucidis canorus

Dronao Cuckoo Surnicudus lngubris
SLATY-HEADED PARAKEET Psittacuia himalayana

Prunss-ueapen PanucsT Psittacula cyanoeephala
Avring Swirt Tachymarptis melba

Burasian EacLe OwL Bubo bitbe

Corranep OwLET Glaneidium brodict

Astan Bargep OwWLET Glaucidium cuculoides
Rock Prasow Cofumba livia

OnenTAL TUrTLE DOVE Strepropelia orientalis
SeoTTED Dove Streptapelia chinensis

Eurastan Coriaren Dove Strepropelia decaocto

VEL1 ow-FCOTED GRERN PiGEON Treron phoenicoptera

REP-WATTLED LAPWING Vanellus indicus

W1 ACK-SHOULDERED KiTE Elanus caerulets
Brack Kate Mifvus migrans

1AMMERGEIER Gypaeties barbatus

EoyeTian VULTURE Negphron percnopreris
\WHrTE-RUMPED VULTURE Gyps bengalensis
Hiaravan GRIEFON Gyps himalayensis
RED-HEADED VULTURE Sarcogyps calvons
SHORT-TOED SNAKE EacLE Gircaetis gallicis
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C {largely secn at lower altitudes)
G, 5
U (s¢en only near vitlage ponds)
w8 {2 flock seen only once in gpring, over
terraced fields)
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C {commonly seen in the forest feeding
on fruits of Corus oblonga and Prunus
prddum.
Saen during the monsoen of 1994
C
U,s
G (commonly heard almost throughout
the day in pine forest)
c
C {commonly seen In the villages, but
rarely in the forest)
C, 8
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v (secn during monscon on a
subsequent short visit in 1994)
u (seen in paddy fields at lower
altimdes)
C
C,8
C
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CKESTED SERPENT BaGLE Spilornis cheela
CHANGEABLE Hawk Eacrr Spizaetus ciriatus
ConnoN Kestrer Falco vnnuncidus

LoNG-TaneD SNRIKE Larius schach
Brack-eEaDED fay Garrulus Ianceolatus
Rep-prien Boue Maceie Urscissa envthrorfyncha

Rurous Trees Dendrocitta vagabunda
GREY TRERPIE Dendrocitta foritosae

Housk Grow Goreues splendens

LarGe-siLep Grow Gorvus miacrorlymchos
ScArLET Miuniver Pericroceus flanmens
YrLLoW-SELLIED Fanrtan. Rhipidura hypoxantha
WHITE-THROATED FANTAIL Rhipidura albicollis
Brack DroxGo Dicruries macrocercus

AsIAN PARADISE-FLYCATCHER Terpsiphone paradisi
Brue Waistring THRUSH Myophonus cacruleus

Scary THRUSH Zoothera datma

DarRK-THROATED THRUSH Turdus ruficollis
RuPOUS-GORGETED FLYCATCHER Ficedula strophiara
Verbrrer Fuyvcatcuer Euniyias thalassina

Grey-HPADED Canary FLyoaTcHER Culicicapa cevlonensis

OraNGe-FLANKED Busk Rosme Tarsiger cyaniorits

OrmxvraL MaGrIE RoOBIN Gopsyehus saularis
InpLAN ROBRY Saxicoloides fidicata
Brue-carren REps1TART Phoenicurus casrideocephalus

WHrTE-CAPPED WATER REDSTART Chaimarrornis Ieucocephalus

PLuMBEOUS WATER REDSTART Rhyvacernss fuliginosus

SrorTen Forrrail Endcurius maculars

COMMON STONECHAT Saxicola torquata
PiEp BUsHcHAT Saxicola caprata

GRrEY BUsHCHAT Saxicola ferrea
BRAHMINY STARLING Sturnus pagodarum
Commion Myna Acridotheres tristis
TWHITB-TAILED NUTHATCH Sitta himalavensis
WALLCREEPER Tichodrema miraria

Graat Trr Parus major

Brack-L.orep Trr Parus xanthogenys
BLACK-THROATED ‘Trr Acgithales concivmus
Wre-TanED Swarrow Hirundo smithii
RED-rUMPED SwarLow Hirundoe dauvica
Hivaravan Bursur Pyenonotus leticagenys
Rep-venTteED BuLsur Pyenenotus cafer
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C {a Kestrel was once seen attacking and
pinning dewn a Black Francolin in a
terraced feld)

[o

[ {commonly seen in oak forest)

[0 {commenly seen in villages, causes
damage to maize crops)

C {commonly scen in villages, causes
crop damage)

C {commonly seen in villages, causes
crop damagpe)
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C (commonly seen inside villages,
especially near cattle-sheds)
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u {seen on the ground and lower
branches inside ozk forest)

C
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u {seen near perennial streams at lower
attitudes}

u {zeen on rocky outcrops of the River
Sutlej which forms the northern
boundary of MHWS at 575 m)

18} (seen ar lower altrudes over perennial
streams and water channe!ls of paddy
fields}

us

C

C

C

C

19)

U

C

C

C

C, S

C. 8

c

C




Forlktail 12

Burack Buisuw Hypsipetes lencocephalits

STriaTED PRIN1a Prvitia criniger

OrmaTAL WeITE-nve Zosterops palpebrosus
Gonmon TAILORNRY Ortfiotontus sutorils
GREv-HOODED WARBLER Sefcercus xanthoschistds
STrEATD LauGInGTHRUSH Garadax linsatus
VARIEGATED LAUGHINGTHRUSH Garridax variegatus

RUSTY-CHEEKED SCIMITAR BABRLER Pomarorhinus ervehirogenys

YHITR-BROWED SHRIKE BABBLER Preruthins flavtscapis
Rurous Siia Heterophasia capistrata

FrRe-BREASTED TLOWERFECKER Dicaein Ignipectits
Pureis SUNBRD Nectarinia asiatica

Eurastan TREE SeARROW Passer Montanus

Gruy WaoTan Motacifla cinerea

RUFOUS-BREASTED ACCENTOR Prpella stropfiata
PiRB-FRONTED SERIN Serinus pusillis

VB LOwW-BREASTED GRETNRINGH Garduelis spinvides
RoseriNcit Carpodactis 8p.

Rocx BunTinG Emberiza cia

WHrH-carren Buramie Emberiza stewarti

C = common
J = uicommen
8 = seen only in spring and summer

cdcdong

U8
u,s

(wil ol v

coaga

(commonly seen in terraced felds)
{commeonly seen in dense nullahs)

(seen ip oak forest)

(seen in terraced fields)
(seen only near village ponds)

(a big flock (>>30) seen only once in
spring in rerraced fields)
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Birds of Bhitarkanika mangroves,
eastern India

BIVASH PANDAV

A survey of the birds of the Bhitarkanika Wildlife Sanctuary was conducted from November 1992 to
Aprii 1993 and from July to October 1993, A total of 174 bird species was recorded, including three
which had not previously been recorded in the state of Orissa. Three species recorded during the
survey are restricted to mangrove forests in India. A total of 82 species showed some evidence of
breeding, including the rare Black-necked Stork Ephippiorhynchus asiaricus and Lesser Adjutant
Leptoptilos javanicus. A large colony of breeding herons, egrets and storks was located in the Sanctuary
during the survey.

INTRODUCTION

The avifauna of mangrove forest is diverse. Many large resident birds of Asia
such as storks, herons, egrets and raptors inhabit mangrove areas. The
structural diversity of the habitat enables a variety of passerines and non-
passerines, which are uncommon in other wetland areas, to use mangrove
swamps (Samant 1985}, Little information is available on the avifauna of
Indian mangroves. Mukherjee (1969) studied the feeding habits of a few
selected water birds in the mangrove forests of the Sunderbans. A recent
study on the mangroves of Ratnagiri on the west coast of India listed 121
species (Samant 1985). Prasad (1992) identified the Krishna mangroves on
the east coast as a suitable habitat for local and migrant waterfowl. The
presence of Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber and Lesser Flamingo P.
minor during winter in its backwaters and the large, inaccessible heronry
make the Krishna mangroves an excellent waterfowl habitat.

Bhitarkanika mangroves, located on the east coast of India (20%04'-
20°08°N and 86°45'-87"50°E) represent one of the finest remaining patches
of mangrove forests in India, The area was declared as a wildlife sanctuary
in 1975 to protect the endangered Estuarine Crocodile Crocodyius porosus.
The sanctuary encompasses an area of 175 km?, with a coastline of 35 km
on its eastern side (known as Gahirmatha coast), and is surrounded by the
Brahmani and Baitarani rivers, and their tributaries, on the remaining three
sides. The sanctuary now harbours the largest population of Estuarine
Crocodiles in India, and is globally unique in that 10% of the adult
crocodiles exceed 6 m in length (Scott 1989, Kar and Bustard 1990).
Besides, the sanctuary also has the distinction of having the world’s largest
known Olive Ridley Lepidochelys olivacearookery at Gahirmatha, located on
its eastern boundary (Dash and Kar 1990).




