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bill 133.9 mmj roral lengrh 460 mm; weight 520 g. Moult
score: 5{4'2i01. The bird was banded with Malaysian
metal bandV-08368.

Fourteen other species of wate$irds were caugit and
banded from 20-22 November 1992, when the
oysrercarcher was netted (Table 1).

Special rhanks ard dle to the PVCF bird b.ndins ream, composed
ofH. Gonzales, E. Pcndon, and G.Toledo, for rhei dedicated 6eld
eforisi to theJlpan Ovc^eas CoopcrationVolunteers M. Sano and
S. SasaDori, Bho phor.sraphed thc oysicrcatcher and assisted the
PWCF field teamj 10 rle Asia. Vetland Burea! for ploviding the
baDds and sharing rechni.al skilhi to the Yanashina In$itute iot
Olniihology,wild Bird So.iety ofJap.n, and Nikon Co. for banding
a.d monitoring equipmenri and io thc Foundation fo. Philippine
Environmen! and world ldildlifc Fund-lntcrnarional for srants sup
portins P!qCF activnies on Olanso. H. C. Miranda,I!. kindly re
iesed an earlier drrft of thn paper. M.ssalay aho would like to
acknowledge the help offorncrVicc M.yor C. Eyas oi Lapulapu
Citr for senerously providins r $afhousc in Olanso lsland; ofthe
Japdn ln .e rnau '  n .  (  o .  p - ' r "on  As  n  \  io  o roL id ins  -omm-nno
tion eqlipnent for the Islandi of Mayor E.r{teisle and his *aff and
courcilnen frob Lap apu Cnr Finally wc wnh to thank the local
suppofiels and friends and all thosc in rhe Olango comnuitl rno
rn  one rs )  "  ,  . rhc '  hav .  'e lped J re  -e .ear -h  .nd  . '  n .< ' .s r i .
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Rusty-bellied Shornvin g Braclrypteryx lryperythra at
Lava, Darjeeling, India in April and June 1996

IWEIN MAURO and ED\rARD \ERCRUYSSE
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Between 24 29 April 1996 the authon, togerher with
Bram Demeulemeester,  were birding the remnant
primary forest, tall secondary growth and cleared,
scrubby areas around the village of Lava, Darieeling,
northemWest Bensal, India.\atile searching along the
road rowards the Neora valley at about 2,000 m elevation
in the morning of27 Aprjl our attention was suddenly
drawn towards a previously unnoticed c1ear, loud and
musical song emanaring from a damp well-vegetated
gully flearby. In response to tape playback of the sound
recorded song our mysrery bird soon popped out and
IM,beingfirstto get a good look at it, readily identified
ir as a male Rusry beliied Shortwing B/acrl?teryi
hlpe\)thra, a viInrally lnknown and much sought-after
eastern Himalayas species. Fortunately ir was one of
those star performing individuals, \thich stayed around
long enough until the three of us obrained hishly
sarisq'ing views whiLe itwas singing its head otratpoint
blank range. Meanwhile a second male had started
vocalizing nearby. In early June EV revisited Lava,

resulting in no less than nine different ierritorial males
being foJnd in rhe .ame general  area. Our observarion'
constitute the fiIst definire records of Rusty bellied
Shortwing for dle Daieeling area since 1920 and remain
one of the very few field observations drouglout the
species\ ft stricted mnge.

The following description was compiled on the
strensth offield notes and sound rccodings taken on
27 April 1996. Copies ofthese recordings were deposired
ar rhe British Ubrary National Sound Archive, V/ildlife
S€ction, London.

SIZE AND STRUCTURE A typic^l Brachlpftrlx'
featuring a rounded head, short straight bili, short
rounded wings, short square tail and noticeably long
rarsi .  Simi lar in size and genenl bui ld to Lesser
Shortwins B. l€rdor&D,s afld noticeably smal1er, more
slender and shorter tailed thanvhite-broived Shorrwing
a.,rou ra"a (neither species seen in direct comparison).
Primary projection short, encompassing about 15% of
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ra l l  1O (?000) SHORT NO'I 'FS

iisjbl. i.riiel l.ngth \\'!rg-ri!r fnllhg nrid\1a_! rlong rhe

HEAD AND NF.Cli Chin, ftrcat end chesr oraLlge-
mfous.  shxfp lv  de urcrLed l ioD f .s i  o f  h.ad.  \ \h ich
lvas e d. . r  darL i  L l lue snnihf  ro thet  of  I  ra,uara.
R. l l i t r . lv  ob\ iou!  suFerc i l i lun staf t ing c lose to brse of
uf f€f  nrandib le,  brordcst  mid\ \a!  a l ,ns rhc lores and
grr . lua lh ie l i t f ing out  lo  iust  b.hh. t . \e .

UPPERPARTS Unilo.Drly cle.r Llfli bluc as rn R.

l-lNDERl'ARTS Lrnifof mlt .range-rulirus.

BARI PARI S I l i l l  b l rck crc.pr  Lrsmxl lpale horn.r rca
f .s inc i .d n)  b. r !e o l  losef  mrndib le.  Legs pale lesh
colored.  h is  bLNcLr ish.

\ iOICE Th.  song c.n be tn[scf ib . . ]  xs a t rs i ,  c ie i f ,
\ r f !  l iqu id and musrc. r l$  arb lc  coDsisr ins ofa long sef ies
of  quick l r  a l .e l i r r r r ing up l rd do\rn,  s l ishdr  s luued
nor.s ,  . l 's i incdy in t f . 'duccd b l  a shorr  r / r  1 l r  or  iu  rx
n{r te . r l ld  usuei l \ ' las l ing !p to 1.1 secords,  cnding
rbruFLl) .  Lesscf  Shof lNing r l rnosr  inra iebh Lr i i . rs  !
mLrch shorrcr .  g .n. ra lh onl \  lasr ing uF t . '  2 . l  j  seconds,
Iar  less l iqu ic l .  tLrNgh a lso d i \ r incr l !  in t roduccd.  b. ic f
music l lnr rb lDg soDg ofaboLrt  l0  1 l  noLcs r l rcnar ing
, r ' . "  . . r l - . 1 \ . t  . 1 . \  - 1 . . . '  r J  r " .
rbfuf i l r  ending q iLh !  d is i inc i t r .  shof i  r \ r i t re . ing,
l lnr t imes seemngh chi rpmg DLr ie. ' l  he song of \ \ 'h i rc
bnntd Shor i \ l ing umalh hst ing ut  n)  1.5 seconds . r ]d
rhhough Nofe ur iablc  is  \ . r !  d i f f . fcnr  tu .m r t ra l  o l  Lhc
prc!(rs nki sfecies berng noric.rbl,\ lighef pirched rnd
a Drr'. crplt)in e, nruch Dro( slurfugNerble, inroducecl
bI uF Lo rhrtc charactelistic \lhistled .r/,!r: noi.s (\..
Figurc l ). In song drc Rusrt bellied Shof $\ ins held irs
Lr i l  h . l l :cock. . t .  \h i1.  Ihe u ings scfe hc ld s1;ghr l r ,

Gim rcLL. l  d l  (1q98) l is r  $hi rc-bro\  c . l  Bush Robin
Trriqflrdt rj,lndirn Bluc Robin |1rlJ!, bfr,,?Jd rtld
Sn.ivl bro$cd IJlvc.rLchcf Ftrr.l,1d /f?rr1r,I as possiblc
conl i 's ion specics,  r l i  o l  which halc d i f fcrenr  songs rnd
s c n e r a l  b u i l d . . r t l d  L r c L <  c n r i f e l r  o f a n g e - r u f o u s
und$pfiIs. ft $ rs nore$1rfih: rharrhe indilldu.il Rusrv
bellieLl Shoft\\1 g $c obscn..t diffcrcLl somc$'har ii|)tr
Ihe p l . r tc  in  Gf i rnnic i i  / r . r / .  |  199 8)  ln  hrurg ihc ent i re
undcrprrLs,  nrc lLrd ing rhc abclomen,  umlorml l  orangc

Hrstoricall!, Rus!! bellied Shoftirnrg is kno\1t Nirh
cc.ra int ,v  f rom sp.crncns secufed m Dofrh.est  Indi r
t iom rhc Daf jeel ins afea,  Si ia t im.  Assam, A.Lrnachal
Pradcsh ind,  doubrfuu! ,  Nasaland.  One specrmcn rs
hbcl leLl  \epal 'bu1i ts  pro lcnancc has bccn quesr ioned
(H.adi  lg l tE) .  SLrrp isr rg l i .  c lur ing ihe fe. iod 23 23
I la)  1973 a male ancl  feDralc  \ rere col lecred at
Gonsshan,  nor th-$ 'cs i  Yunnan Prol ince,  Chin. r ,
suggesr lng the spccics probib l !  r lnges morc \ i l lch
tliroughout rh. .asrdn Himrl.!:rs. IDclcc.t SrarreNfield
n d1.  (1! )qS).  despi te rhc gcncrr l  hck of  p l rb l ished
erldence, tertatilcl! Irex! it as occuffiDg lion casi.m
Nep!1,  th foughoui  Bhuran.  Arunachr l  Prrc l .sh,  ro
soulh-casrTib. i  ind nordrcrn t r lv . rnrndr ,  end possib l r
in  the Nagxland.  I lan ipur  and Crchl f  h i l ls .  For  a
comprchcnssc re\ icw of  l l is fur ice l  records see Herth
(  1 e 8 8 ) .

R.cent  publ ishcd rcpofrs of ihc speci .s  r r .  o fduce
col l .c lcd in  and t ler f  \aDrdapha NrLion! l  Pr f l i .
Arunechal  Pradcsh iD l9 l i7 , l9ES and one s ighrcd in
Kamleng\\'jl.ijili S xnctu !Ir. Afunaclial Prad.sh n I 'r9.1

iAthre)r  . r  d l .  l99t i  Col l r r  r .  d1.  l99 l i  Headr 1933;
IQUL ' l  "1.  l t )g i ) .  Our o$n o l rscr \a iFns conl inn drc
. " n i n r . l l f  F ' . e ,  P .  . - 1 , . 1 ' , r \ '  r !  r q r n  1 . .
l)arleeling arca. shere rhe specics .ti{xfpearecl tio r rLrc
record r l icr  \ ld !  lq l0.  \ \ 'hen on.  nes col lecred . r t
\ lansru at  1.100 m . lc la ixrn b l  G.  E.  Slus ( I I . ! rh
M 8 8 1 .

\ \ rh i le  $e rccordcd whirc  browe. l  and L.sser
S l i o f r r i n g s  l r o D r  d  ! a f i e r !  o f  h ! b i r a i s .  ! I  o ! r
obsdllrions ot n lilfJ, \.rlr,? came liom reL.rilch sieef,
Llxm t, Llensel! \ c-qcrrtcd gulli.s Nithin secoD.]lf! gro\rh
!.d, clerrl\'. dris appeafed to torD drc decisire l.rcror nl
Ih .  occur f .ncc of rhc species CLnlar .?r / .  (199.11 r r ik
Rusi)-bclli.d ShorNi.g !sVuhcf abl.. FI(\rc!er, cerrlrnl
t rc tors pro l ic le  rn opr imisr ic  r ic$ fof  i rs  lons-rcfn
surr ival:hrgc ifacrs.ltirresL remir urdisrurbed in prrrs
ol  thc crstcrn Himl iar !sr  thc sp.c ics occl r f ies qui t .  r
s idc lh i iud inr l lengci  rn. l  i i  ap|e; r rs  lo  h lc f { rc  habi rar
. tcgfadar ion Lo sonc . \ i .nr  (as rn( l icxr .L l  b \ '  our
obscr lx l ions i r )  sdcoD. l r r !  gNNrh) .  Ncrcr ihc lcss,  rhc
spcci.s m:1\'alrer.l) h!\c sullifecl considcrlbh ffonr
nn.s i  l { rss aod hr l r i l l i  rh . rar ;o.  n i rhrn rh.  l (N 'c f  fa f r
o i  ' rs  a l t i tLrd inr l  d isr r ibLr i ion.  In  s inLer  Rusn bcl l icd
Short$ing has been recor.led as l(N is 5-10 1n,rndicarDg
a se.rsonr l  dcf .nd.n.c.n lo \ land and l io th i l l  i rop ic . r l
e1-er-sreen xnd seDl  erergrcer  fenrn, f .srs.  sh ich uc

. , r , . , - l  r , a ' r . i e r  o r  '  r  I  r e q r  . r  .
Hls to icr l l t  i i  has,  hoNevcr . : i lso t rccn found ur i l izng
dnck secoDdrrl soub and dcnsc ihick.is of rccds in
\ ;n i . r  (Src lcns t9 l  l ) . , \  n ! le  seen or :7 JrDuaf I  I9 I2
i i  1 ,000 m arounct  T( ingl l r .  \ \ 'c ! r  Bcrg l l  b !  Sr . lens
(t 925) i\ rs rn deisc 71f!rtl,r.,rd b,rtnlroo

Ctbr C ).
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Figure 1.  S.nxsDms.f Ih.  song!  ofRtrsr !  bc l lcd
Shorts ing !tr,./rvr ,f htdrrrrd (rpper). Les.r
Sh.rtsins !^,./^!ir,f /Jr,n"l,r\ (cenrt rll\\'hirc-
bnrrcd Shorr$ine lr!./^?rrr r D,"r,r llL\\.f), Aprl lnd
Junc lq9h.  L,u. l ) r r rcc l ing,  Nl j  l tu l i r  (h. \ t rc t r r r$el .
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Cornrnon Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula:
a new species forThailand

IWEIN MAURO

TA]
r:Pr
gfa(

MC
plul
ftor

On 7 January 1997 I  was birding, togerher with
DominiqDeVelbelen,alongrhe exposedsandybanksof
the Mekongriver ar ChiangSaen, Chiang Rai Province,
Thailand, primarily in search of Long-billed Plover
Chara.rius ?bcid\s. F^irly large numbers of Little Ringed
Plovers r- h ral, u" dtbtu" wer e pre\enr and my Jnertion
was soon drawn to an obviously iarger plover associating
wirh these. Unfortunately, this bird took to the wing
before I even had a chance to rake a good look at it.
However,when doins so, it revealed a promin€ntbroad
wing-bar and repeatedly uttered a familiar sofr, mellow
poo-ip, and I immediately identified ir as a Common
Ringed Plover C&arddli&s r,at &/a. I quickly informed
DV and together we soon relocated rh€ bird and
obrained excel lenr view. ar c loce range. conf i-minc my
initial identification. After having obsened the plover
forabout l5 minutes or so.we decidedto inform others
aboutits presence as w€ meanwhiie realized this species
was not treated in Boonsong and Round (19S l). Shortly
afterwards we retumed to the spot, togetler with Raf
D jvers, and easily relocated rhe bird, now enabling
sound recordings of the flight calls ro be made. Jim

Chance saw the bird larerrhar day and fortunately took
the trouble to put the word our so that it was later seen
by quile a few Thai birdwatchers. L. Bruce Kekule
managed to obtain some good photographs ofrhe bird
on 17 January and on 28 January it was seen by Kanr
Ratanajun (P D. Round m l"r.). This represenis the firsr
record ever of Common Rinsed Plover forThailand.

Based on my own field notes made on 07 January
1997, slides taken by LBK on 17 January 1S97 and
sound recordings obtainedbyRDand DV on 07 January
1S97, I compiled the following descdprion.

SIZE and STRUCTURE A small-sized ftough robust,
stocky Crarddliirs with rarher large square head, short,
snaighr, slighdy stubby bill and relatively shon, powerful
legs.In dir€ct comparison with Lirtle Ringed Plover C.
d&ras appeared about 20% larser, proporrionarely
shorrsr and Lhicker b. l led.,horrer legged and noriLeably
morerdumpy and por-beitrea wrrtr tiis ancnuare,l rear-
end. In flight showed noticeably longer wings and rail,
resulting in more purposeful flight action. P.imary
projection short, encompassing about 20% of visible

visi

Elusive gmund-dwelling tropical forest bird species,
lone characterized as exceedingly rare, often prove to
be reasonably their vocalizaiions have
beenrccognlzed. Our observations at a reasonablywell-
walched locality suggest that Rusty bellied Shorrwing
is probably greatly overlooked and ar leasr locally
common whe.e its habitat requiremenrs are mer. As
noted by Crosby (1996) olnitholosical coverage ofrhe
eastern Himalayas Endemic BirdArea is srill very much
in its infancy. Many parts ofthercgionhave always been
difiicult to access because of logistical and political
reasons.It is hoped fiar,armed wifi the new information
contained herein, and with the rapidly improvins
situation on visiting nofih-east India and Myanmar more
people will try to seek o\t Brachtpterlx ]ryperlthtu ̂nd
other littie known taxa in this exciting region.

The authors arc s.eady i.debled to Selge Hoste for kindl,\' prepar-
ins the sonasrans. Many rfunks also go to RafDrijve6 for usetul
dn .u . \ io  Jnd o  B 6m Dp- .uF-<<{er  fo r  e rce l lenr  loml rn io  !
ship {!ilc birding India and Nepal in l996.Tin lnskipp provided
valuablc commcns on r d.afr versbn of the manusclipr.
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