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April 1998 (S. Tandradapiiak); and a sinsle bird on 7
F e b r u a r y  1 9 9 9  ( S .  T a n r i t a d a p i i a k  a n d  S .
Thongnakcokegruadj P D. Round r, l'it.). Common
RingedPloveris a generallyvery rarely reported species
rhroughout South-East Asia. In Myanmar it is kflosn
from a single observat ion of a group of four at
Maunsdaw, north Arakan in April 1944 (Smythies
1986).Thele are two records flom Peninsular Malaysia:
25 March 198.1, near Georgetown, Penang Isiand and
6 February 1988, Kuala Selansor (Wel ls 1999).
However, the faci that the species occurs annually in
Sinsapore, where an averase of l-4 individuals are
repof ied per m.graf ion sei \on. " trongly sugge.r,  r  r .
possibly greatly overlooked and almost certainly not as
rare as the few rccords indicate.

I rmmosrg.ateful roL. BruceKekule lor readily aUdwingme to use
his slides both ro supplemem rle desc.ipiiod and fo. publication.
Many rh,nk! also go to Rla Drijvds and Dominiquc Vcrbclcn for
p.oliding $und recordings ofrhe bird i. qre$ion and lor theire!-
cellenr compa.y rogether sith Bram Demeulemeeste.w]1en birdi.g

Iue;n Maun, Brcuwetijstrcat 29, B 9 I 60 Lol?ercn, Belsim

Thailand in t997.I anr aho much indebted to Serse Ho$e for kindly
preparing the sonagrom and to Philip D. Roud for providing nq
iniormation on the occurren.c of Chatadril( hiatic a j!'fhailnd,

Finally,l would like to thankJim Chance for generous hospnalty {
Chians Saen Cues Holse and for takins the trouble ro splead tn
ness on the bnd\ presence hence allo{ins maDy residentThai
birdwatchels to make for the fist tine acquainrancc wirh rnig
rhrougho- t  . l c  Or ienu l  recron  r r !e \  encoun.ered  'pe . ie .
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Minahassa OwlTyto inexspectata atLore Lindu
National Park. Sulawesi. Indonesia in Decernber 1998

IWEIN MAURO and RAF DRUVERS

On l6 December l998 rhe aurhors observed and sound
record€d Minahassa Owl Tlto inetspectata at ̂ boUI 1 ,7 oo
m elevation in roadside primary lower montane foresr
near Danau (= Lake) Tambins, Lore Lindu National
Park, north central Sulawesi, Indonesia. It was initiaiiy
picked up by its inflequendy uttered, single hoarse,
hissing shriek, typical of the genus, drougl stdkingly
different from dlat of Sulawcsi Owl T. rcsenbersii. In
response to tape playback of i ts sound-recorded
terdtorial call,thebird nearly immediatelyflew into thc
lower crown ofa tall dead forest rree,where it perched
immobile in the iorch beam lor aboul l0 minures,
prcviding excellent views down to about 50 m. Despite
considerable efforts we failed to relocate the species
during subsequent visirs to the area. Our observation
represents the second record fo. Lore Undu National
Park ard the fiIst documented definitefietd observalion
sir(e l  oJo of thi ,  v i_rur l ly unknown )pe. ies.

On the basis of field notes and sound lecordinss
taken or l6 December 1998 we compiled dre following
description. A copy of the recordings resides at the
British LibraryNational SoundArchive,Wildlife Section,
London.

SIZE & STRUCTURE A medium-sized, noriceably
compact and stocky though otherwise typical Ato,

featuring a relatively large, rounded head, a large well-
definedheart shaped facial disc, small eyes, a short and
hooked bill, long rounded wings, shon square tail and
long, powedul legs wirh complerely fearhercd rarsi and
strona feet. Obviously much smaller (about one third),
plumper, less attenuated and larger headed than
Sulawesi Owl T rasenberqi i  (not seen in direct

HEAD & NECK hrge hearFshaped faciai disc dark
ru.ry brown. rather sharply demar.ated by exrenqive
dark blackish boder, broadest below and on sides. Resr
of head dark soldenbrown, extensivelyblotchedblackish
on the crown, which formed the darkest part ofthe head.

UPPERPARTS Uniformly da.k solden brown.

UNDERPARTS Chest lvhiiish. Brcast, abdomen and
flanks bufEsh, sparsely patternedwith dark b.own spotsJ
especiaUy obvious towards the centre of the belly.
Feathering of tibia andtarsus and ventral area uniformly
off-white.

BARE PARIS Uppermandible enrirely yellowish. Feet
brownish srey. Eyes black, slowins yellowish pink in the
spotlighr.
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\ O T a f  T h .  , ;  .  1
nasNl ho.$ c lDd lissnrg shrich lesiing about l tl s.con d\
.  . ' C .  i .  r . . l  r J  . - . . r r i -  . l
minur .s  ( I i isur .  l ) .Sulas.s i  O\ l  t r , 'duces Dot icerb l )
h ieher  p i tched,  more erp los i !e, less hotr rsc rnd h issurs
Nnd n l 'ch shorrer  screeches.  l .s t ing up l | )  rbout  0.8
seconds:1nd ot icn dc l i \cred j .  s$ ies iF igure 2) .

Sula(es i  O!r1 /1 ,dJ. ,16f , ! r ' i .epresents the onl )  sFecies
fossibly coDlirsablc irith I{nrahrssr ONlrnd can rcrdilv
be ruL.d out  b!  thc cfmbinrr ion of  t . f f i tor ia l  c i l l ,
diNgnosiiclll\ much sullcr sizc, laf sc .lark rusir broNn
f tc i r ld isc ( i f f f .scnt  xncl  c lafhg. ld .n bfo$n ur fc f faf rs
$i th \ar i lb lc  bhchish b lo ich iDs,  rs  ! rc l l  as Draf ted
direreDc.s in gcDcrrl rppcaraDcc rDd buil.l. Our bird
ftnnpxf.d renrarkabll Nell nr S.hltgel\ llpc spcclmer)
in  R\ ' l \H.  l .e iden e\cept  in  hal ins dre !en(a l  are. r  and
fcerh.r ing of r ib i !  and iars ic lcr rh o1T (h i te.  ISoth t3xr ,
d.spi r . . \h ib i r ins.onsid. r lb lc  i .d i r  idual  ! . rD.{ ron.  ! rc
d jsr inc i i le  a.d,pfo l idecl  good ! je !s  are obt . ined.  Lhen
idrnritlcarion rerrlrinsstriightftr,'\'.rd.A colnFrehensr\e
trcrLrncnr of rLr.ir icicnrificetnD is bclond drc scofc of
diis sh.'rt connnunicrtiol \\t'woui.t, hon.!cr, liL<. io
dfr \  ! r rcntror  to  rh.  lact  dret  Lrcr j , . . . ranr .  ds
dcn)oistrrtecl Lrl L!\o sPcciDcls pfcsclr n RI1NH,
Le(Ler1. cLerrl! mrr shoN r rrrl. grclish ircirl .tisc xs is
uN! l i \  thc crsc snh ihc Suld$.s i  O(1.

' l leNred 
!s  Dlr t r  Del lc ie l l r  b I  Colh. . r  d1.  1199.1) ,

I l in lhessx ONI is  h isnrr ic i lh  knoqn iom iusr  n ine
sf . . im.n r . .ords,  or jg i .a i jng l ion thrc.  !pcc i f icd
l.crLIies anLl one Lurarlfibu!ed locrtnr. in fie trlin;rhassa
fcninsula ofnol rh c isr  Sulas es i  benleen l8t6 { rn( l  l9 l9
(Rishor  l9s9) .  R.markablr  on I1 - \ . !cmb.r  19s0 rn
rxrscrr.l r.tuh, no$ liolrsc.t ri BNt\li,Tinlr, \ms rilu]d
rs d r . rd h i l l  r i  67t  Dr  c lerdt i ( in  i r i ih in l -of .  I -D. lu
Nar ionel  Pafh,  nor ih ccni f r l  SuiN\ ! .s i  ( \ \ ' rdng l98r l ) .
hrncc coDsid. r rLr l \  cr tc l . t iDg r ] rc  spccicc s LrDo$n
dist r i l rur ion. , \n  c lerrDdr rnLl  last ,  Drr le  specrD.D
prcscf lcd rs  n shclcLon ! t  \N-U \dLLLrr l is .  Lc id.n $es

lound 'nor ibund b!  !1 : r rdeis  nc. r r  thc Tofaui  posr ,
Bogani  \ ' .an i  \hr l rbonc N. t | ioDl l  Perk,  nofdr  casi
Suh(esi  duf ing October 19E1.  From thc s{m. f . r iod

. . r  : . . . t  r  .  :  , .  r  1  1  L  - - r - h ( r
in rh. nrc l,f of drc fafh, b.r$'..n S ungai (=ri'er) .\'l. uk
rD.l Srureri \loualioDr (Rlrzenc1:Lal and Dehker l9Ss).
. {s  w. l l  as bcnrg onh lhc sccond fecorc l  tor  Lore Lmdu
\ l r ional  Pdrk !D.1,  r t  1 ,700 D thc h igh.sr  r lcv; r lnr r l
recor . l  . r \ . i l !Lr lc  f i ) r  7 l  , r r r \ , r r . rd/ r ,  oLLr  s ichr i l1g

'  i . .  r l _  
-  

L  * . m J n r r . r r - - l . l
l l  Af f i l  1q19.  s .hcn a prr r  \ . rs  \ . rLchcd er icnding whNi
irfeared ro be a nest hole in rr ,Ll,rd ftllt.i ..n1ir if..
o .  thc \ l . rcs o l  Cunung (= mounnin)  Kocrncrc! ) i  b \
Cuomxns de Rui Ie l .  A c la lnrc! l  Lr rccdi rg rccorct  f fonr
.arlt Se!ienrbef 199 5 lrr'tbLiuL. BogaDi N!ni\\'rrribonc
N.r t i (Dl l  Prrh,  o l r t l in .d h Fl . ich. r  (1998),  l iom ihc
publ ishcd d.s. r ip inD c l .arh f . f . fs  to  I  4 ;a l " , t r r r .
Anodler  b ie l  s igt r ins at  drcTomut post .  l logani  \ ln i
\ \ ' ! f t !bonc Nat i ( ind l  Pl fh in  lu l r  lq8 i  {Andres rnd
Holn.s ItS9) sirolnd non uobabh h.fi..blr consjdcnl
teDt . r i i \ .  (F.  Lrnt rcr i  , r  1rr . ) .  l ,o f  x  conrpreheLrs lve
r c r i c \ r  o f  h i s r o . j c , r l  r c c o r d s  s . c  B i s h o r  i l q 8 9 )
Ih ixhxssr  O\ l  is  e l idendt  a \e. t  scr fce or  local iz .d
stcc i . \ .  rhough i ik lns i tS appalenl l t  nost l )  s i lcnr ,  sh)
and f . t i f ing nar l . .  and i fcs l  d \e l lDg h lb iLs in i ( l
accounl ,  i i  mLrsI  a l inosl  ceru inL)  bc grc: r r l !  o \er look.d
an.1 d. f in i ieh.ur  as rare rs  rhe G\r  rccofds i . [ .1  io
indicrrc  ( i ) l l .c t ion dr ta suggcsi  r l rer  t | .  s fcc ics.  rs  $ i th
7l frr.xD.rXn, mhrLriis quii. i (ide aliiilrdinal r:rnge.
\herc i r  is  ihought  i ! ,  bc x lmosi  cn i i r . l_ \ '  co. t lned n l
rncreasmgl) thrcrLcncd piDrrl' lltrlland, nr)ihill anLl
lo\!er monr:tne to.esis. l:,i.rjrJfL?rd hes been fecorde.l
J l  om L\ \o o1 rhc largrsr .  b i ! ) log ical lv  mo\ i ;nrrormnr and
besr  adDr in isrered nat ional  p. rks on Sul . r ' .s i ,  h . Icc i is
1{rng rc fm suNir . l  is  r r  p lesenr sLi l l  re l r t i lcL!  sccurc.
\ . ! . f rh .1.ss,  ! \  i l lus l . r r .d  Lr !  neu-conpl . rc  forcsr
c learxnce ( i lh in j rs  h is tor icr l  rugc l r1 rh.  - \ lmrhlssr
pcDinsula.  rh.  \ tec ies has undoubLe. l l t  sLr f f . rcct
' | i r " l  l  .  r d  , , r r ,  I . i t r . , c m L , . , .

l \ i th  con1peLir i lc  cxc l l rsnD bv 7 l  rDJrr l ) | r { i i  x  l iLe l !
contr iLruL( , r ]  l !c tor  in  .co logical l t  . l is r l rbcd areas.

. \s  roLcd b)  \ \ 'x t l iDg (1981) rh.  f r . \ .ncc t ) l  . r
pLrpul:rur of 1: ,tr !jr..r.xd m nofrh cenoal Sul;L\resl
rcndcfs t l rc  nrne \ . l iDxhissa Osl  inat t ropl l r re.
\  i .  . , f  i c .  . ) f r  r ) , i  . 1 .  . .  .  :  t .  r  '  - ! .  . , r  o
Bishof  (1989).  Al ternat i le l ! ,  \ 'e  propose Lhe r rncs
I-csscf  Sulas.s i  O\ l  lo f  L/ . r r ra ld i i r  rnd cr . lLcr
SulasesiOsl  t i r  Z ro i rabl ! r i .

R \ \ l  R  I  D i l i ke r .  a ] l , , r n ) .  R i i . , l \ .  r . \  f  i , \ (  h t l t l r ' l  t r ,  r .  \ ! i  \  r
, Ln i g  d r t  . . l l r . . . n  3 r  r l r r  Nx . . f a l  \ ! ! 5 . u r i  n l  \ i u . L  l l s ! ! r

i \ \ \ 1  \ r t u r l n r . L . t r l . r .N rh r . l r nJ r  Su ' ! r  H , \ r .  k iN l r  ! r . t x r r d
Lh rn ! r xg r rnn  l : , r n l t l  r nn t f  f n ) !  eJ .n ] . l t r n , n r l  r f , ! n ! n r l n ! n
th . , \ n r r  I l r d  l ) ! r 3  I n r , l  r . . . u r r

lu
1998

n.  i l r i f . l ) ,

F igurc  l .  So . lgu . r  o id r .  I c f r io f i c lc l l l  o l l l j ! rh rssr
Or1  nh  nrJ r ,2 f . r t r . , .  l l r  D .ccnLr r r  1993.  l . t0O n .  Dcr r
DdriuTtrnbnrg. Lor. Ln,du NrLnn,xlPrrli. Doflh clntrrl
Su l .$ .s i , I r  i ! (s i .  i I  l l ru ro ) .

F igure  2 .  S ! tugrdn  ! ILhc  r . r i t , r i l l .N l l  ! ISu la r .s i  Or l
n  t ,  r , r . ra , j i r .0 l  Ju l !  19 !s jT( i r luL ,  Bog l r i \anr
\ \ iu l .bo . .  \d r 'o ! ! l  P . fk ,  !o r th  casr  Su l ! ( .s i , l f to t rc i !
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Collar) N. J,j Crosbn M. J. and Sraherfield, A. J. (1994) aods ro
tuat.h 2, the ua d ht aJ rhre,,u,rd ,,ti. Cambridsc: Birdl-ife

Fletchdj B. S. (1998) A breedins recor.l ror Mina!.ssa Owl 4,ro
tdr2?dad ftom Dumos.-Bone Nadonal Park, Sulawesi, Ind6
nesid. Fo*,a'7 14: 80-8r.

Iuein Maurq Broutueijstaat 29, B-9 I 60 Lokem) Belgiun
Ral Dtijr,e's, Cosets OsJ,lei 4s, 8-2600 Ber.hen, Belsiu'1|

h their Birds oJ the Indian subconthent, Grimmett et al.
(1998) described the brceding ofrhe Common Hawk
Cuckoo drus: 'Breeding: January-June, also latermonrhs
and varying locally. No cerrainevidence ofwhich species
it brood palasitizes.'

The hosts of this species have b€en described by
many previous authorsJ summarized by Baker (1934),
'ditrerent species of,4rpa lTurdoidesl ar'd Tudo tet ^nd,
Ali and Ripley ( I 98 1), 'chierly Tutdoides.. and Garrula!'.
In case these earlier references have been considered to
al low oisome unce' rr inR. we record rhe fol lo$ ing cares
liom our personal observations, along with addirional
natural history notes on rhe species.

In Delhi, during 1970-1974, AJG observed rwo
Common Hawk Cuckoo egss laid in Junsle Babbler
Turdoides str;atus nests. one in March and one in ADril.
One ofrhese harched.and rhe chick eiecred rhe J babbler
eggs, and subsequently fledged; rhe otlerwas rcmoved.
Another fledgline Hawk Cuckoo was obselved being
fed byJungle Babblels in Apdl.

In Khozikode (Calicuoj Kerala, durins 1975 1982,
two cases of nestling and five of fledgling Common
Hawk Cuckoos were observed byVJZ, all being fed by
groups of Jungle Babblen. One observarion was ln
March, the rest al l  in Ocrober,  eggs being laid,
presumably, in September. The period of fledgling
dependency in all cases continued for more rhan one
month. Five of these observations involved the same
rernrorial group otJungle Babblers tfor information on
Junsle Babbler behaviour, see casron 1977)

Because of the longperiod offledgling dependency,
the hosrs offie Common Hawk Cuckoo are relatively
easy to determine. I t  appears rhat in Delhi  and
Khozikode the species is rather specific to the Jungle
Babbler. In Delhi, Commor:.Babblen Turdoides caudatus
and hrge Grcy Babblers Z maldolu t a.e borh common,
and in Khozikode the Yellow-billed Babbler Turdoides
arrlfir is abundant, bur no species orher than Jungle

Rozendaal, F. G. and Dekker, R. \'{,. R.J. (1989) An amohred
lisi of tle birds of the Dlmosa-Bone National Park, N
Sulawesi KrA,l, 4: 85 108.

Vadins, D. (1983) Ornitholosic.l notes rron Sulawcsi. t u
247-26t .

SHORT NOTES

Hosts of the Cornrnon Hawk Cuckoo
Hierococcyx oarius in India

A. J. GASTON and VJ. ZACIIARIAS
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Babbler was rccorded as a hosr. Howeve., in Delhi,
Common and Large crey Babblers both breed
principally during the lainy season Oue-Seprember),
whereas, iI appears the Common HawkCuckoos prcfer
to lay in the sprins in this arca. Nests of all babbler
species at Delhi during the rainy season are heavjly
pamsitized by Pied Cuckoos Ctanatoljacobinus (Gzston
1976). Hence the tendency for Hawk Cuckoos ro breed
in spring around Delhi may be a response to competition
from more abundanr Pied Cuckoos.

Our lecords suggest rhat earlier descriptions of
Common Hawk Cuckoo hosrs were correct. However)
t}le comment by Ali (1968) rhar riey breed in March-
Apri l  in Kerala. mr] have been ba.ed on observat ion.
elsewhere in India, because our rccords indicare that
September is the preferred month oftaying in Keralaj
also the main montl there for Jungle Babbler breeding
(Gaston er dl I 97 9) . More informarion on rhe breeding
seasons ofthis species in differenr parts oflndia would
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