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Bird records from Laos, October 1994-August 1995

LW, DUCKWORTH, R, ]. TIZARD, R. |. TIMMINS, R, M. THEWLIS,
W. G, ROBICHAUD and 1", D. EVANS

Retween October 1994 and June 1995 birds were surveyed at sis marn arsas in Laos, with incdental observations
at muny other sites extending until Angust 1995 Mosr effort was ar four sires berween 17°26° Noand 18740° N
tthe Nakay Plateau, Phou Khaokhoay National Biodiversity Conservation Area INBCAJ, Nam Kading NBCA
andd three nearby limestone sutcrops), but there was extensive work on the Bolaven Platcan 1o the south and a
bnetvisit to Phou Dendin NBCA in the exrreme north. The laver is the first bird survey of a site much north of
Vientiane since 1950, Information was collected tor 15 Globally Phreatened species and 28 Globally Near-
Threatened species Gesswe Collar e @l 19941 nine species At Risk in Laos. seven potentially so and one where
threats in Laos are little knosen Csensie Thewlis ez al in prep.). A furthier Globally Neas-Thieatened species was
recorded provisionally. Records of Grey-sided Thrush Zwrdis feae and Black-headed Bunting Emberica
vu'frz‘).rru"q)b:u'}t were the first for Indochina. Ruddl\.' Shelduck [udorna _}‘}rn.rguu';z. lesser Cuckoo Cucwlus
paliocephalus, Tallas’s Gull Laras eelebyaerns (irom December 19955, Dunlin Caleelrvis alpina, Long-toed Stnt €
stubomineta and Chestnut-vented Nuthatch Stz magaensiswete new to Laas and Eurasian Blackbied Tardies mernda
o Cambaodia. A woal of 12 (plus one provisionally idenufied), mine and five (plus one provisionally idengified]
species were found new for North, Central and Sourh Laos respectively, Most discussion concerns geographical

distriburion, bur scasonality of occurrence and altitudinal ranges are also covered.

Thisis the third paper tfollowing Thewlis cr ol 19906, Evans
andd Timmuns 19971 documenting recent bird records from
Laos, after an absence of new infarmaton berween 1950
and 1990

Fieldwork i 1994- 1993 was conducted in conjunction
with the Centre lor Protected Arcas and Warershed
Munagement of the Department of Forestry of the Minisory
of Agnculture and Foresiry of the Government of Laos,
Several survevs invesugated the possible effects of
hydropower projects (planned or under construcuon) on
wildiife. A< n the previous 24 months, the country north
of 18740' N was underworked compared with the south.
although one site almost ar the northern tip of Laos wis
visited briefly

This paper provides baseline status informanon for all
bird species observed with fuller information for records
of particulnr mierest, All species of elevated global or
regional conservanon concemn are deratled fully in Thewlis
eral. [y prep. ), When birds were urudentified i the feld
using standard hiterature, but later wenufied by reterence
to muscum skins, briel details are given concerning how
the identification was clanfied, Mammal records from these
surveys are presented in Duckworth (19977 and Evans er
al| fin prep.).

ABBREVIATIONS AND CONVENTIONS

BM(NH), The Natral History Museum. Tring, UK

NBCA, Nauonzl Biodiversity Conservanon Area; PPA,

Proposed Protected Area.

Taxonemy and nemenclirure follow Inskipp er af. (19946),

Other conventions follow Thewlis o af, (19926}, Briefly;
[ndochina comprises Laos, Vietnam and Cambodin;

= The divisions of North, Central und South Laos follow

King et ai. (1973}

Habirar classificanion is based on Round (198K as
expanded by Thewlis ¢ @l. (in prep.ni
- Site names follow the Service Geographique d'Erat 1:
100,000 senes of maps. except those modified by Thewlis o
al {in prep.)i this source gives co-nrdinates and altmudes for
most sites and relates map names to locally used names or
those 1 past references. Sites not in Thewlis ¢ f, (m prep.)
are presented i a supplementary gazetteer in Appendix 2;
Species of glabal and nationisl conservation concerm
(tpgether referred 1o as Key Species) are taken from
Thewlss ¢ al. (i prep, ) which meorporates the assessipents
of Collar ¢r al (199413

Screnttic names are given m the texeonly for specics not
n Appendix 1,

STUDY SITES

All sites visnted and referred 1o n the text are portraved in
g, 1,

Main study sites

Nam Kading NBCA (FE L T-30'N 103754104 34°E s and
surroutidings; North Laos with margimal overiap 1o Central
Laos: 24 December 1994 - 31 January 1995, 18 Murch -
20 April 1905, g, 2. See WS (10052, )

Three main arcas of the NBCA, all under 604 m, were
surveved, Surveys oulside NBCA boundaries were 1o
investigate the effects of two dams on the Nam Kading,
the Theun-ITinboun dam (abutung the upstream end pr
the NRCA) and proposed Nam Theun 1 dam (a1 the
downsiream exiremity of the NBCA). Ths resulted 1in a
complicated recording area (Fig. 21, broken down as
follows (the designanon of letters and nombers refers 1o
Appendix 1)
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Figure 1. Laos, showing localines mentioned in the text and Provinees

A, The Nam Koding NBCA includes 1,570 km* of
evergreen forest on steep terrain at 160-1,600 m. The
reserve is bisected for 59 km by the Nam Kading (known
as the Nam Theun in its apper reaches), whose altitude
drops from 380 o 160 m, A major tiibutary. the Nam
Maouan, alto cresses the NRCA. Rapuds render the Nam
Kading within much of the NBCA non-nuvigeble. People
visit these areas oniv infrequently, usuwally for specific

purposes: ¢.g, 1o search for “mo dam’, an extremely
valuable and eastly portable resinous woud product from
Aqrerdaria sp, A party of vver 70 people vn 28 January
boated from downstreamn ol the NBCA up to the first
uncrossable rapids, 1o walk through the forest o Ban
Donme, a former village within the NBCA, and then hum
for several days. Excepr around Ban Donme. and at the
upstream and downstream extremities of the NBCA, Intle
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Figure 2 Nam Kading National Biodiversity Conservation

hubirar destrucnion has eocurred and the Nam Kading s
probabily the least disturbed lsrge river oy Lavs, Much of
the ares 14 surrsunded by cultuvagoen, but largely nanural
habitar inks Nam Kading NBCA with Khammouan
Iimestone ond Nakav-Nam Theun NBCAx

Sites surveyed withun the NBCA and conuguous forests
comprised the Nam Theun | dam site, the Ban Donme
ares, the Nam An valley, the Houay Basong vallev, the Num
Kading valley, Sayphou Ao, forest north of the Nam
Xouang, forest along the avdess odd 1w the Theun-
Hinboun dam sie, forest north and seuth of Ban Kenghat
and from there o Keng Matha, Although a wide altirude
was ¢aovered. these areas shared sumilar vegetation and
terrain, Boat-based survey was mimmal

B. The Nam Ao forest north-east of the NBCA (18710~
TON HH732-36'E: 380420 m differed in vegetation rom
the NBCA, and had (Laiter terrain. Ban Kengbit lies at its
southern end and it s bounded to the west by the slopes
of the Num Kadmg NBCA and 1o the north by the Nadt
Limestone: to the cast o1 grades into extensive secondury
habitats,

€. Degraded habitar north-casr of the Nam Kading
NBCA, including the area around Keng Maiha at 380420
m. The Nam Theun was ascended t¢ 28 km, and the Nam

Area

Grouang 1o 42 km. upsiream of Ban Kengbit. Records also
came from scrub slong the access road o the Theun-
I Hinboun dum siie

D The Nam Mouan valley and other arcas of extensive
non-furest secondary habitars aorlvol the NBCA, ur 220+
400 m. This includes the Nam Mouan vailey from the
convergence of (he Nam Sang and Nam Chouan
downstream 10 the inflow of the Nam Ngom, the Nam
Ngom villey upstream 10 Ban Viengthong, and extensive
scrub around Ban Hinngon. Observattons were made on
19-24 March und 26 Apnil - 4 May 1065, burroralled only
six personsdavs.

E. Forestn the Nam Mouan valley ar 300-730 m ground
the limestone of Pha Khok west of the Nam Mouan and
other kurst cast of the Nam Mouan and Ban Pakngeun.
Observations were made on 20-21 March 1995,

F- Begraded habitats along the Nam Kading berwden the
Nam Theun 1 dam site and the Mekong, Observanons.,
rostly from hoatz, were made on 28-29 Januarey, | ol 12
Apal 1995,

G. Forest pt the northern edge of the Nam Tw - Nam
Hinboun plain at 180-300 m (including the base of Phou
Hal on 14-15 May These ditfered in termin fram forest
in the Nam Kading NBCA and were st lower alutude



3o LW, DUCKWORTH o af. Forkuad 13 (1098)

*

(L S oy WE TR
-t "\‘ -r
- \
RRLS "a Pakone \ I LN
3
|: P et Tureg
\“
\5
I
. = '
= L
[
. 8 S Pl
-._“‘ . 0 = I.'I:‘—:-::l.tll i
e ) A, Harr | ssaiosy
~ } - Han 4
it ’? I'Iml:n.lw ] 1
v 1 L’ L “ N\
t e y ¥ N+ Moarmmeoy 4 siee
'a e Ty X
1A IS *, —HTT. e =, Nitunor g L
s > . - £ c A —
{ \ poLavex P . i
™ . 'E.la-- Nisiusho
. i Niaitng
% | \ 7~

Dong Hua Sno NRCA L . < b4
SOUTHWEST ;

-ﬁjfw \" )\,q.

o %, o 3 Y ; Mo flure
..__.-"‘" \\_‘{ Xe Khampho PPA F._' { it C’
3 "
KEY Bt Dyt
- Land over 700m T '[__'Qﬂml Nangul

- Land under 700m H

™. Main road '
River ¥ a R
-~ i : o {r'

~ TR A i ) ]
_ NBCA Boundary ~'«_»,mm Ve §
~ PPA Bnundary Nang Hmay Sormong @ : p 4
Scule: km TN ) ¢ .
ey e — n e t o s
) 5 10 Xe Pian NBCA S L [ D STTE

Figure 3. Bolaven Southwest Proposed Prorected Area sand Xe Namnoy basm

(2 Wk tozrk 03T 10T 1T {pasane TR
¢ —
Nam Nygum. )
- i
Regervo . S s .
e Aluuny Hom __._---—'—""’—"—-"‘"".“‘-- ‘\'\
- f'—-ww--“m*"_ y \‘\
’
I / il
Pt ./ PHOU K —
: o o
o
\.-.{ - W Legk
iy e
)
. e
¢ e 3
Ay
L
'
;’—l--hl .‘\
[ L '
Y Tag L ARG
‘\ et st
190 X
\~‘
""--._..__“_ e Ktuathas
N, A =% —  Land over 500m
\‘ — Land under 500m
Bat Nubluv @ N ™  Main road
IETRANLL River
“'\\ *a
. e “~ NBCA Boundary
e 5 Scale: km
I— [ Tia N 1S T . \
1T uTE {0z s TN Q0 3 [

Figure 4. Phou Khaokhoay National Biodiversity Conservation Area



Fuorktail 13 (1998)

Bird records from Laos, Oceber 1994 - August 1065 37

4. Ban Lak (281 ar 180400 m. where the mid-Laos
limestones meet the non-caltareous Nam Kading NBCA.
Sporadic roadside observations during December 1994 -
March 1995 were made along the road, which runs beside
a stream through hittle degraded forest on steep imestone
slopes, The valley area around the village of Ban Lak (28)
has been degraded.

%, Degraded habitats in the Nam Hay - Nam IMinboun
plamn (Central Laes), Observanons toulling two person
davs, on 10 December 1994 and 13-21 May 1995, came
mainly from the Nam Hai from Ban Namsanam
downstream to the Nam Hinboun and the Nam Hinboun
river from Tam Hinboun downstream to Ban Songhong.
P4 Degraded forest around the Nam Theun upstream of
Ban Katok to upstream of Keng Luang, and along the
lowest 2 ki of the Nam Ngoy (400-450 m) visited on 12
and 25-20 January 1995, These [orests are separated from
those lower duwn the Nam Theun by extensive scrub. The
surveys were partly from boats. This area is on the border
ul North and Central Laos, with most observanoens coming
tram Central Laos

There was no previous ormthologieal work i the Nam
Rading arca.

Limestone areas of mid-Laos. Fig. 2. See WCS
(1993d).

Two main areas were visited (Fig. 1).

[, Khammouan Limestone NBCA, Cenrral Laos (17°26%
ISTOFN 104725105 10°E): 13-21 Mav 1905,

The Khammousn Limestone NBCA covers [,620 ki,
mostly of sparsely-vegerated karst ar 180-850 m, with
pockets of tall foresr in depressions in the rock. 1 is part of
un extensive belt of limestone outcrops stretching from
Cenrral Annam (Viemam) to north of the Nam Hinboun.
Tall lowland forest in the cast-centre of the NBCA iy
connguous with the Nakay Plateau, Parts of the area up to
s00 1 were visited rom three ponts along its north-west
edge

Thes aren was visited early this century and the several
mportant ormthological findings included the discovery
ol Sooty Babbler (Baker 1920, 1921, Robinson and Kloss
1931, Willwmson 1945).

2. Nadi Lamestone, North Laos, and Sayphou Lovang
Limcstone, Central Laos: 4-9 Mayv and 12-13 May
respecnvely.

These two areas, sinular i habitar and alimude (mamly above
OO0 m, exceeding 1.600 m in places and thus rather higher
thun the Khammouan Limestone NBCA . are part of over
1300 dan” of kamst and other limestone hills, Drv vallevs and
small steeam valleys stretch from north-west of the Nam
Maouan 1o a hrtle east of Ban Lak (20), This hmesione ares
is separated from the main mass i Cenwral Laos by the Nam
Theun dramnage and extensive non-calcareous ridges. 'The
valleys within it wre largely degraded. The karst supports
Irregular patches of forest and of natural and human-induced
serub, with 1all furest in depressions, Sayphou Loyang
consists af a long karst ourcrop runming NW-SE from Ban
Lak (20), This Mock is separated from other limestone of
similar ongin 1o the north by the Nam Gnooang. The Nadi
vuicrop, one of the largest, retains some of the best forest
and is contiguous with the Nam Ao forest

The Nadi hmestone was entered from Ban Nadi and six
duys were spent praversing it. Savphou Lovang was visited
from Ban Phoung (along Route 8) for part of two days,

The Nakav Plateau, Central Laos (17737-30'N 104°57"-
1057 35'E} 30 January - 17 March 1995 See Timminy and
Evans (19967, WCS (1995a).

The 1,250 km* Nakay Plateau (see figure 1n Evans and
Timmns 1997) supports 2 mosaic of pine and broadleal
evergreen forest at 500-600 m. The area 1s mainly flat with
hillocks (dominared by broadleaf forest) occurring
parncularly in the east. The Nam Theun and its many
tribulares have extensive riverine evergreen foresi [e.g.
along the Nam Mon, a inbutary of the Nam Xot). Pools
and marshes are numerous onlv in the central Platean. most
of which is heavily settled and degraded.

Human pressure i1s ingreasing rapidly in mtensity and area
of influence, 1n association with extensive logging
operations, Abaut i third of the Plateau is within the
Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA; thuch of the remainder was
unttl recently of eqquul biologieal value, The Nam Theun 2
hydropower project 18 scheduled to inundate much of the
Plareau, T'o the south, the Plateau drops awav sharply
the heavily settled Ban Gonommalar lowlands; elsewhere it
meets little-degraded hill forest of the NBCA. The 1995
survey investigated the passible impacts of the Nam Theun
2 dam, and maost observations were made along rivers by
boat or on feor. Thus, many (orest-intenor species found
on the Nakay Plateau in 1994 were not abserved in 1095,

Parts of the Plateau were surveyed in greater depth in
1994 along with other areas of the Nakay-Nam Theun
NBCA; the Plateau was tound to support important wildlife
communines different from the rest of the NBCA
(Timmins and Evans 1996} Previous work was reported
from the region by Delacour (1929a) and Dickinson
(10704},

Phou Khaokhoay NBCA, North Laos (18°14'-34'N
102°44°-103°29'E): 26 October - 12 November
19945 30 April - 1 May 1995, Fig. 3. See WCS
(1995¢).

Phou Khaokhoay NBCA (I9g, 31 covers 1,390 k- ar 200-
1,700 m (mostly 200-1.000 m}). Ongmally most of the
NBCA supported broad-leaved evergreen forest mixed with
trge stands of pine. Many areas of several hundred metres
across, where the underlying rock s covered by only 2.5-5
cm ol sotl, suppor vegetation akin (o dry dipterocarp torest,
Extenswve logging by State Forest Enterprise 3 dunng the
1980s means thar secondary forest and bamboo are
extensive; prunary forest survives muostly on steep slopes.
The NBCA is within two hours' drive of Viennane: hunnng
15 heavy and even remoie parts show evidence of frequent
incursion.

Two main areas were visited i autumn: the Muang Hom
road around the tum to the Nam Leuk dam and the dam
site itsell (where logging had been heavy); and the central
Nam Mang, where habirat was lintle degraded, Bnet
observanons in a vanety of degraded arcas included the
headquarters compley and the lower Nam Mang, All
observations were below 630 m. A bnel spring visit was
made to Ban Nakhay. an area at 400-300 m of dry
diprerocrp forest on samdstone adiagént to cultivation with
pools at 200 m.

The survey was a brief reconnaissance with most fime
devored o activities other than bird survevimg. The sire was
also visited briefly in 1993 (Thewls er @/, 1996) and carly
1944 (Evans and Timmins 1997).



I8 I W, DUCKWORTH ¢ al.

Forktml 13 (1905

Xe Namnoy hydropower scheme, area of effect,
South Laos (14°55'-157153'N 106 32'-30'E): 235
March - 23 April 1995; 3-12 Mav 1993, Fig. 4. See
WCS (1993b).

[he proposed Ke Nampov dam, on the south-east n! the
Bolaven Mareaw, 1= 1 km upstream of Ban Latsasin at 770
m altitude A secondary dam across the Xe Pian, diverting
flow te the Xe Namnoy. §s likely, Investigaiions into the
ared of this project (g Jd) mvolved:

I the inondation zones on the Plateau. which are
relatively smalk

2 exiensive turther areas on the Platean 1o be affected
b infrastructurnal development and changed human use
and sertlement;

3. the two rivers downsrrearn of the dams, where low
patterns will chunge

The Bolaven Plateau provides submontane and moniane
conditons but s surrounded by lowlands. Most of the
Plateau surveved west of the Xe Namnov is deforested and
under a mosaic of cultivauon, scrith and relicr forest parches.
Dy woarse grassland covers much of the south-east of the
Plitteau, with forest putchies remaining especially in valleys,
Foresrin the ares is 1all and laxanant and 1ts boundaries do
not alwavs correlate with vbvious natural features, This
sugeests thar the grassland, which resembles David-
Beaulieu’s £ 1944: 7. 28, 32-33) deseripuon of the Tranninh
platean (North Laos) is of arnficial ongin (as believed by
Dasid-Beiuuben) [t s not aresult of defoliauon durme the
Indachinese wars, Engelbach (1932 referred 1o the *grandes
plames herbeuses 3 'est de Paksong'. The Nam Hiang area
supperts i complex of streams and marshes surrounded by
relict torest patchies and extensive scrub. Pine forests are besy
developed in the study area towards the edge of the
¢scarpment at 30-1.050 m. and seem not 1o have been
logged. although this s apparently likely in the future.

T'he escarpment and the middle reaches of the Xe
Namnov support semi-evergreen forest with extensive
mixed deciduous forest. The middle Xe Pian fows through
extensive lowland semi-evergreen forest The escarpmeni
forests uppear 1o be nearly contiguaus and, although only
2-5 km wide, may be an important wildlife corridor
hetween the Xe Pan and the upper Xe Kong basins.

A substannal distanee down the Xe Pian aver and onto
the adiacenmt Ne Kong were surveyed. This area supports
an exceptionul number of large Kev Spectes (Thewlis er
at. 199071 The lower Xe Plan and the Xe Kong are lowland
rivers with sandbanks. tflowing across plains of drv
dipterocarp forest (which were little vistted) wath 4 rivering
forest association of mixed deciduops forest to some
stretehes and sem-evergreen forest i others.

There are some non-tlowing wetlands, some permanent,
on the plateay, and a high density around the middle and
lowey Xe Pian. Most sre heavily used by people and are
theretore, although significant, probably of reduced
mportance to irds, The mostimportant concentration 1s
berween the Xe Pian and the Xe Khampho,

The upper and muddle Xe Pian lie in the Bolaven
Southwest Proposed Protected Area, The lower Xe Pian
und the ndincent Xe Kong fall inside the Xe Pran NBCA.
The Xe¢ Namnoy catchment and ¢scarpment are not
proposed for national-level protection.

Exrensive previous work on rthe Bolaven Plateaun
(Engelbach 1927, 1920, 1932, Delacour 1932, Thewlis er
wl. 1906), seems not toy have included this area. Other than

Xe Pian NBCA, whith was surveyved 1 1992-1903
(Thewhs eral. 19961, the lowlands surveved mn 1695 appear
not 1 have been visited betore,

Phou Dendin NBCA, North Laos (21 40-22 18N
102 00-40°E): 23 May - 3 June 1993, See Robichaud and
Boonhom (1095)

This NBCA ot 1,310 ki, near the northern tp of Laos,
1w moeunumnous (60% of the area 1s above 1,000 m and all
exceeds 300 m) and lacks roads or large luman setrlements.
Small villages are scattered within the NBCA, the
inhzhiants of which pracuice hillside slash-and-bum
cultivanon. Large pornons of the reserve, particularly along
the Nam Ou above the inflow of the Nam Khang, are
uninhabited and covered in slopes of unbroken evergreen
Oy semil-evergreen 1orest.

This reconmassance sorvey imvolved insufficient Neld
elfpre o characterize the area’s bird communines, but the
mnlormaton s of lugh importance as this s the first recent
survey ol an area much north of the Nam Kading
Sigruficanr records were also made adjacent 1o the NBCA
along the lower Nam Ou and on Phou Fa mountain above
the town of Phongsali

Birds were collected widely in North Laos including at
Phongsali and an area known as “Pou Den Dink’” in April -
June 1929 (Bangs and Van Tvne 1931) The later was
deseribed as in Tonkin (Viemam), ‘close o the border of
Laos ... ¢n the divide berween the valley of the Mekong and
the Riviere Nowre™, Phou Dendin (which means “border area
mountan’; Venevongphet verbally 19493) roday refers to the
mountun range forming the warershed between the Mekong
and Red River catchments: much of the reglon is thus in
Vietnam, although the NBCA s enprely within Laos. Even
in the 1920, the ares was extensively Jdeforested. and
specinen eollection appears to have been mainly in such
habieat, The area may also have been covered, albett bnelly,
hy F. R, Wulsm m 1924, although, at least by 193], his
collection bad not been wnirten up (Bangs and Van Tyne
1931). Other important works from this region. although
not dealing with the NBCA, are Robinsonand Kloss (19317,
Delacour and Greenway (1940a) and Dickinson (1970a),

Other sites visited

Sites 1, 3, 5 and 7 are degraded areas with no natural
habirar nearby.

1; Vientiane [North], sporadic dates durmg October 1994
- August 1965, Most observarions came from the Mekong,
especually around Don Chuan sandbank, and the residential
part of the town around Wat Nak. Although Vienuane is
the capital of Laos. it seems never o have hosted a resident
omithologst in rhe way that some provinctal owns did
(Engelbach 1932, David-Beaulieu 1944, 1949-1950), An
important collection bv Bangs and Van Tene (1931)
reported as “Vientiane came from Ban Thangon, some 20
km 10 the north, Thus. the discovery 1n Viennane in 1992-
1903 of two species new 1o Laos (Bright-headed Cisticola
and Citnne Wagtanl; Thewhs er all 1096), with 2 third
(Ruddyv Shelduck! reported below, 1s less surpnsing than
i at first seems, Robinson and Kloss (1931) reported some
collection from this stretch of river.

20 Vangviang (North), 260 - 27 November 1004 Records
come mainly from agriculiural land, scrub and the base ot
the himestone ¢liffs: neither the clifts nor any forest were
penetrated. Thewlis er af. (1996) gave some records from
Vangviang.
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3: Pakxan wetlands { North), 20 December 1964, Records
come from the surroundings of the old airport. at the fnnge
of the Paksan wetlands, for which some records are given
by Salter (19093),

4 Ban Lak (28): see site account tor Nam Kading NBCA
and surroundings.

5: Ban Thadua (North). sporadic dates benween October
1994 and August 1995, Birds collecied from this strerch
of rver (mostly labelled *“Nong Ka', which 1€ taken to be
the town of Nong Khat on the south (Thai) bank of the
Mckong) were reported by Robinson and Kloss (1931).

0 Housy Nhang (Narth), 1-4 Februdry 1995, Thewlis
al, (1996) described this site and reported on a one-month
bird survey.

7: Thakhek town (Centre). 21 December 1994 and 24
April 1995,

8. Nam Hai - Nam Hinbaun plain: see site account for
Nam Kading NBCA and surroundings.

9: abour 40 km south of Ban Xeno (Centre), 4 May 1905,
10: Nakav-Nam Theun NBCA (Centre), 16-17 March
1005, All records came from 1,000-1,100 m in evergreen
forest along a the Ban Navang logging read m the Cenrral
Mountans.

I'1: torest and areas of scrub between the Xe Kong and Xe
Kuaman, north-cast of the town of Attapu (South), from
Ban Paam (27 ke NE of Atapu) to Muang Sansatat 115-
020 m, and including a stretch of lightly wooded plain
between Ban Paam and Ban Touay (14 km NE of Attapu),
5-10 December 1994,

12: Nam Souang Reservorr, 6 Apnl 1993, The reservorr
hond verv Little emergenr vegeation or marshy margin.

13; the Mekong at Chiang Saen, Thailand, 11-12
December 1005, Only species on the Lao side of the
imternationa) border are listed.

14: degraded forest plong the Nam Theun around Keng
Luang and the Nam Ngov! see sit¢ account for Nam
Kading NBCA and surroundings.

15: the Nam Theun and Nam Noy rvers in the Dividing
Hills and Intenor Tasaengs of Nakav-Nam Theun NBCA
(sce Timmins and Evans 1996), 22 February - | March
1995,

METHODS

Most ficldwork was opportunistic 1o allow as many species
as possible to be found. Observers, often 1 the field from
dawn unti! dusk, generally waorked simgly. Sites
concentrating bird activity, particularly pools and fruiting
trees, were watched for prolonged periods. Birds flving
above the canopy were surveved trom river banks, glades
or ¢clearings, Observanon by night was more restricred than
by dav: some such work was performed ar all main sites
except at Phou Dendin, Unknown calls by dav or night
were sometimed tape-recorded for later idenufication.

Boat-based surveys were undertaken, parocularly on the
Nukay Plateau, but also around Nam Kading NBCA, on
the Nam Ou near Phou Dendin NBCA and on the Xe Pian
and Xe Kong. Boats were usually paddled as engine noise
mude observatuon of shy species difficult. Ona cypieal day
10 Jom of river were explored.

Information concerning certain large and distuncuve
quarmy species (e.g. pheasants, vultures) was sought dunng
atd hoe mierviews with hunters and other villagers.

The differing balances of wchnmques and abservers (of
varving levels of local experience) between sites makes
comparison of results in wrms of effart, particularly with
surveys of previous vears, dilficult,

An abundance was assigned for each species at each site.
Commuon species were found datly: Frequent species were
found on more davs than not: Occasional speciey were
found on fewer than halt of davs, and some were unlikely
o have been regular members of the community. A: well-
studied sites Abundant is used to indicate that the species
was particularly common. Many species were known ta be
Present bur abundance was nor assessed, due 1o a varsy
of reasons. Caregonzanon was determined by the number
of records being viewed in the subjectve light of the ease
of derecuion and wdentification of the bird, and the narural
density range of the species.

RESULTS

In roral over 460 species were found (Appendix 1), This
high 1otal reflects both the wide geographical spread of
surveys and the importance of several areas covered. Grey-
sided Thrush and Black-headed Bunting were new 1o
Indochinag, and Ruddy Shelduck, Dunlin, Long-toed Sunt,
Pallas's Gull, Lesser Cuckoo and Chestnut-vented
Nuthatch were new to Laos. In addition 12 species
previously known from Laos were recorded for the fivst ime
from the North of the country, nine from the Centre, and
five from the South. There were provisional records of one
species new to each of the North and the South. Many Key
Species were found (Appendix 1), inclnding 15 Globally
Threatened, 28 (plus one provisionally identified) Globally
Near-Threatened, nine At Rusk in Laos, two potentially so
and one little known in Laos. Records of Kev Species are
detatled m Thewlis e al. {in prep.). Among 28 species
recorded for the first ime in Laos (including provisional
records) in recent years, cight were from Phou Dendan,
This was to be expected as 1015 abput 380 km further north
than any other recently surveyved site.

Nam Kading NBCA

The Nam Kading NBCA supported a fine complement of
evergreen forest species, reflecting its size and habitai
condition. Seme species typical of higher alurudes were
recorded, particularly in the eastern NBCA at 300-800 m
(Maroon Onule, Orange-bellied Leafbird, White-throated
Fantail, Snowv-browed Flveatcher, Small Niltava, Black-
throated Sunbird), prabably as a result of the steep terrain
and proximiry to the Annamites, which resulted n cold
winter weather for the altitude. The high southern
escarpment, at 900-1,050 m, supported further high-
altitude speaies: Blug-nuped Pitta, Rufous-faced Warbler,
Grey Laughingthrush and Golden Babbler.

Along the access road 1o the Theun-Hinboun dam, forest
bird communities seemed simlar to those in the NBCA,
reflecting the similarities in vegeranon, and records from
these arvas are presented togerher in Appendix | Pha Khok
also appeared similar to the NBCA. The Nam Ao forest
supported a different mux of species, being important locally
for Red-collored Woodpecker, Rutous-throated Fulvetta
and Pin-tailed Parrotfinch (all Key Species) und others
tvpical of lowlands (inciuding Banded Kinghisher, Oriental
Bay Owl, Banded Broadbill, Rufous-tailed Robin, Dark-
necked Tailorbird and Scaly-crowned Babbler). The lower
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Nem An valley (ar 250 m) seemed 1o lack manv mid-
ultirude species (e.g. Maroon Oriole) found elsewhere., but
some lowland species (e.g. Scalv-crowned and Puff-
throated Babblers and Ruby-cheeked Sunbird) which were
searce or absent elsewhere in the NBCA weré common
there, Overall altitadinal variution in bird communities was
less than tn other recently surveyed areas of Lacs,

The edge of the Nam Hai - Nam Hinboun plain supports,
at 1R300 m, the Towest altitude forest surveyed in the
regon and wus the only place where Siamese Fireback was
confirmed. Upstream and downstream of the NBCA, the
Nam Kadmg, Nam Theun and major tributanes were heavily
used by people and the adjoming habitat was degraded.

Some species’s abundances (e.g. fulvenas Alappe and
Fork-tatled Sunbird Aethopvea chrisunae; also Tannops
squirrels| changed sharply between the Nakav-Nam Theun
NBCA und Nam Kading NBCA. The disjuncuon was not
caused by the river; it formed a north-south from
perpendicular to the river between Ban Kenghbit and the
Nam Ngom and was unrelated to obvious changes in
habitar and aluude

Nam Kading NBCA is important for many Key Spegies.
The lurgest numbers of Wreathed Hombills recently seen
i Laos were in the cenwral part of the NBCA. Rocky
stretches of river supported breeding-seuson Wire-tailed
Swallow numbers equalled in recent surveys only in the
Xe Kong carchment and Phou Xiang Thong NBCA. The
population of Rufous-throated Fulventas in the Nam Ao
forest was arnong the densest recently found :n Laos, with
tp to 20 groups fwund per day by each observer. Hundreds
of Pin-tailed Parrofinches were present in the same area;
large numbers have been tound recently at only one other
site Duckworth 1996). The NBCA provided the first
recent Lao records of Leng-billed Plover. Rlue-naped Pitia
and Pale-capped Pigeon and the first recent sighning outside
Champasak and Atapu provinces of Darter. The lack of
other lirge waterbirds in the NBCA, including fish eagles,
may rellect a combinauon of hunung ourside the NBCA
apd the fast fowing, racky nature of the nver The Lesser
Fish Eagles on the Nam Theun well upstream of the
NHBCA. around Keng Luang, are best regarded as outliers
of the Nakay Plateau population. Nam Kading NBCA and
suroundings are also nationallv important for Blyth's
Kingfisher, Yellow-vented Green Pigeon, River Lapwing,
Srall Prutmcole, Fupan Nitava and Grey Laughingthrush.

Of the two hydropower projects propesed for the NBCA,
the Theun-Hinboun project will affect the area mainly
through decreased Now i the Nam Kading through the
NBCA, while the Nam Theun | will flood large arcas of
the NBCA. Thus. the latter could not proceed without
maor detriment to the birdlife of the NBCA, while the
effects of the former could be minimized by ensuring an
adeguate low downstresm into the Num Kading during
the dry season. The joint etfecrs of the two projects, if both
are bl as planned, i combinanion with others proposed
tor the carchonent, 1s uncerran,

Limesipne arcas of mid-lLaos

Two bird species in Laos seem restricted to limestone arcas:
Svory Babbler and Limestone Wren Babbler. Dusky Crag
Martin shows a weaker association. The wren babbler was
not found 1o the hmestones of mid-Laos (although it was
found a1 Vangaang), while Soory Babbler was found
Khammouan Limestone NBCA. The marun was found
widelv.

The mestones ol Khammouan Limestone NBCA and
of Nadi - Sayphou Lovang probably supported different
bird communirtes. perhaps due to ditferences in alitude.
and for a few species, their geographical separatton. Bird
species richness was higher in the pockers of wll forest in
depressions n the rock, than in open rock or serub arcas.
Several other bird populations of national importanice (from
totals of ope and four Kev Species in the two areas
respecnvely) were found. Green Cochon, only otherwise
found commonly 1in Laos on the Bolaven Plateau., was
locally common: A form of leaf warbler Pliviloscopus in the
Nadi imestone has not ve: been idenrified.

The Nakay Plareaun
The Nakay Platcau supported a wide range of birgds
including many Key Specaies, There are several rensons for
thus: unnl recenty the Plateau supported a diverse mosaic
of struciurally well-developed forest which was sparscly
populated by peoples ir is a flat area intermediate between
fowland and montane habitats; and the nverine habitat is
of lowland <haracwer with wide, sluggish rivers Howing
through a sedimentary bas:in with numervus slow
backwaters: The broad-leaved lorests were moderntely
species rich and contaned a nux of predorminanty lowland
species and hli birds, but the area 1s ligh enough to be of
anly marginal importance for sirict lowland birds such as
Red-callared Woudpecker, Banded Kingfisher and Banded
Broadbill. None of the few pine specialists of South-East
Asia was found, There was a nch community of avenne
birds, but other wetlands were heavily vsed by peeple and
nosearce waterbirds were seen. Good numbers ol common
mugrant ducks and waders used the lurger complexes.
notably Nong Boua (north-west of Nikhom N3), where a
few hundred each of ducks and waders were observed. The
Plateau seems to have higher numbers of passage raprors
than other sites so fur surveved it Laos

In total, 26 Key Species are known from the Nakay
Plateau, with provisional records of & further five: five of
these 31 species (Stamese Fireback, Tawny Fish Owl, Black
Kite, Grearer Spotted Lagle Agmila clarga and Yellow-
vented Warbler were Tound or suspected o be present i
1994 but were not recorded m 1995, and one, Green
Peafowl; has probably become extiner in the last five years.
The small numbers of White-winged Ducks on the Nakay
Plateau form ong of only two populations known in Laos
(Evans e al, 1997), The Nakay Plateau is the only Lao
site with recent records of Wood Snipe, Grey-sided Thrush
and, provisivnally, Greater Spotted Eagle. The only vther
Yellow-vented and White-belhed Green Pigeons, ed
Falconets. White-winged Magpies and Fujian Niltavas
found recently in Laos were elsewhere in the Nam Theun
catchment. Plateau populanions of Brown Hombills Blyth's
Kingfisher, Coral-billed Ground Cuckow, River and Grey-
headed Lapwings are the healthiest known in Laos,
Populavons of Green Impertal Pigeon, Lesser Fish ngle
and Rufous-throated Fulvena are also of high nanonal
importance: Mountain Hawk Bagle and Grey Treepie: both
common on the Platcau and its surroundings, have nort
been found elsewhere in Laos recently in significam
numbers. Black-breasted Thrush has been recorded
recently ar only onc other site (Dymond in Robson 1996)

The Nam Theun 2 damn proposes to flood 4 large drea of
Plateau forest, paricularly riverine habitat. If the projedt
proceeds, severe derrimental impaces on the birdhife are
unavoidable,
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Phow Khaokhiay NBCA
Phou Khagkhoay NBCA his g lugh propostion of degradad
forest. 1s close to Vientane and supporss hugh levels of
hunung these factors seerm 1o hove impovenshed the berd
commumey, Almost all observanon was below 330 m and
the only speaes seen not owpical of wlands were Strated
Yuhing and Black-throated Sunbird: others doubtless vecur,
Secretivie 3¢t vocal spemes (such as Grey Paicock Pheusant,
barbets, cuckoos. mghtjars and breadbills) were difficult 1o
survey because they call much less requemly ur the tane of
this survey, the carly dey season, than i the larer in the dry
season when the vther areas discussed here wege surveyed.
Nine Key Speaes were Tound pwith provisional records
of a further rwol, Crreen Peatow 1s excepnonally threatened
in Laos (Evans and Timmims 1996) and is persistence 15
surprising considering the absence ol other lirge birds
susceptible ta lnting, The bwo sightings of fish eagles also
seem anotmilouss these birds, recorded in November, were
pethaps dispersng mdividuals. The frequency of sightitigs
of Matavan Night Heron an the Nam Leak dres (three m
four days) s noteworthy and Phou Khaokhony NBCA »
one of few sites-ourside the Xe Kong basim with recem Lao
records. Some birds; which were cxpected on grounds of
habitul. were recorded Infrequently or ot at ailoancluding
pheasants, many wobdpecker species. Brown, Wreathed
and Great Hornbills, many pigeens. large raptors, line
waterbirds and pittas, Although six species of large rapror
were seen, mest were migralory species. Crested Serpent
Lagles are likelv to be ressdent in the area, although they
too have migratory populations.

Ne Nanpaoy hivdhoposeer schente area of innflience

(o} Areas notdesignated for prowction

The surveved arca of the Bolaven Plateau, although largely
degraded, supponed isolates of natural forest and somic
important bisls. It s lower than sume surveved parms of
the nearby Dong Hug Sao NBOA [ 750-930 g1 compared
with 1,000-1, 200 m) and many montane birds were seen
onlv sporadically or much less frequeatly than ar Dang Hua
Sao (Grey-chinned Miniver. CGreen Cochoa, Yellow-
cheeked T, Mountmm Bulbul, Chestnut-crowned
Warbler, Golden Bahbler, Silver-cared Metias White-
hrowed and Black-eared Shrike Bibblers and Blue-winged
Minlajsee Thewlis of @f, 1996). suggestitig that they wer
glosge Lo thesr lower altitudingl limit, For somme, the lack o
extensive furest (pay alse have been ymportang, Other
montane species cammen insimilar habuat i Dong Hoa
San NBCA went unrecorded {Stripe-breasted Woodpecker
Dendracopos atraits, Large Niltava Niftavd erandis. Smull
Niltwva, Flavescent Bulbul Picaononas flavssess, White-iallald
Leal Warbler Phylloscopns  davnen:,  Red-talled
Laughingthrush Gemdax b, Red-lalled Sanur Bahbsler
Pematarkinus achraceceps and Rufous-winged Fulvens
Alcippe cavancegps). Conversely, somye predommantly
lowland species occurred, most norably good populations
of Grey-fuced Tit Babhler and the highest regorded
Stamess rebucks in Laos,

The nper grassy arcas of the Plateau supported few
speces that were mostly commen, widespread birds. An
umidentified shrub in heavy frun during Apnl grew
extensively moand sround Nam Hiang and supported many
frugvorous birds, partucularly passage Oycatchers (Asin
Brown, Mugimaly, Red-throated and Bluc-and-white bewng
the most numerous). The pine forests werg probubly the
nichest surveved recenty in Esos, with the only records of

Slepder-tilled Onole and Chestour-vented Nuthatel The
scarp, surveyed i onlyv a few places, supponed 3 mx of
lowland and Platensu birds.

Blue-throated Flycatcher of the pace C, v kloas (known
onlv from parts of Annarn ane Laos; Delscour and fabowlle
1940 has been found recently in Laos only on the Balaven
Plateau and its slopes: one of a migrant race was seen in
Phou N He NBCA i 1995 {Thewlis of al. 1006], Mot
or all recent Lao peconds of Black-browed Barbwet, Whate-
checked Laughmgthrush and Spor-throated Babbler come
fromt the Bolaven. Nepal House Aurtin ias been Tound
aftly it rw other areas

Wire-ratled Swallow was found m good mumbers on she
Plateay, Black-thranted T owas compmont, even wy the
extensive cultivaupn and successional habiar around Ron
Nnm “I'ang. It has been tound fecently at only tao sitex
away from the Bolaven, Pale-capped Pigenn s known fram
vnly one other site (Nam Kading NBUAS Small bur
signtficant populations of Sumese Fireback and Blvth's
Kinghsher were confirmel. The NXe Numnoy lowhinds held
a moederately impertant sssembluge imcduding Siamese
Fireback, White-bellied Woudpecker, Yellow-footed CGreen
Pigeon, Lesser Fish Bagle, Rutous-winged Buzzard. Wire-
tatled Swallow and Golden-crested Myna, Hoavever, the
drca s guite small and s lower reaches ure Jicavily
disturbed. River Lapawing and Small Pranmcele were tound
on the adjacent srreteh of the Xe Kong

ibl Bolaven Southweost PPA amt Xe Pinn NICA
The lamger and more vaned fowlands o Boluven Southwest
PPA and Xe Pun NBCA supponed more Key Species and
i larger popalations than did the Xe Namooy lowlands
All those in the lower Ne Namnoy were continmed with,
in eddition, Alexandrine Parikedr, White-rumped Vulture,
Red-headed Vulture and G 1993, Long-billed Vulrure
Crvps andicns ) Mulbyan Night Heron, Rar-bellied Pita and
Indochunese Green Magpie, with hed Kangifsher and River
Tern onthe Xe Kang within Xe Pran NBCAL The densaty
of Green Imperial Pigeons on the lower Xe Pran was the
highest recently (mond e Laos. Mast importantly, further
wnlormation was gathered on the nohesr sxsemblage of Large
wateebirds kiown in Lang. Masked Fiafoor, Grev-headed
IFish Eagle. Black and (iant Ihises, Wisnllynecked Stork.
Lasser Adpsanvands iy 1963, Sarus Cranes have only been
recarded recently in Lavs wath certmniy from Xe Pian
NBOA adjacent pare of the same catchmenr and the Dung
Kanthome TPPAC Dacter 1= known fromonaly vite site vutside
this areit, Only one other populaton of Whitewinged Dok
1ovutrently kreown in Laos (on the Nibay Plareau), The
presence of Chant Thises particularly notable (U hewls and
Tummins 19496

Fhe rnostimportant deleroryvas etfect on irds o the Ne
Nammov hvdropower scheme < the Tl reducnion o the
Xe Man. This could be countered by a deliberure release
of warer from the dam.

Plioic Desdin NBCA

A poud selecuon of Key Spectes wus Tound inthe Torests
ot Phou Dendin NBCA conuidenng the brevity of the visit
(under twa svecks, much of which was not spentwnithe fick)
and miny weathivr. Populations of Crested Kinglishers amd
Lesser Fish Eagles an the Nam Ou andl riburines were
the denvest recently tound m Laos and Brown Dippers were
algo 10 pood numbers. Sandbars and associnred birds (e,
Raver Lapwingi were pooriv represented.
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Lesser Cugkoo was recorded for the first time in Laos
and Whue Wagrails were lound breeding Loy the [irst ime,

SELECTED SPECIES ACCOUNTS

The siaus o all species 1s recorded 1 Appendix [, Depnls
are given below for species new to Laos or where the |994-
1995 records represent o range extension (into Norrh,
Central ar Southern Laosis a clanfication of altitudinal or
seasonal starws, or the first record(s) sinee 19500 All
apparent pange estensons when compired with records in
King ¢ al, 11973), Thewlis er ol (1996) and Evans and
Twnnuns 1907 are discussed, even if earlier records had
heen overlooked. Although other bird observanons have
been made i Laos dunng 1992-1905, we have not seen
any published results other than Salier (1993 and
unpubliched rip reports referenced therain), Asian
Wetlamd Bureau mid-winter waterfow) count resulrs and
the two Citations above, and the sigmificance of records 1s
assessed m this hght, Details are also presented oy some
species which would be predicred from thetr status in
Thatland (see Boonsong and Round 1991) 1o be common
and widespread in Laos, but which recent survess have
revealed are lacal, scarce. or even Unrecorded

FFor many species, records from only some of the sites
where it was found are of special interest; thus, the absence
of 1w site from the spegics secount does not inply that the
species wik not recorded there. Speaies where all reconds
are discussed are astenisked 17),

*Bruoe-arEAstrED QuUAalL Comrny clunensis A female in o a
mirshy open urea ar Phou Khaokhoay NBCA on 29
Ovctober 1< the fivs recent record trom Laos, although
umdentificd queils were seen at Xe Pian NBCA in 1093
iThewhs er wl. 19961, Historically the species occurred
throughout Lins {Delacour amxd fabouille 1940) and was
common in Tranninh and perhaps Savannakher (David-
Beaulicuw 1944, 1939-1951))

*Runpy Sueiover Tadoma ferragrnee One m moult ona
Mekong sandbar i Vientiane on | [ February and three
un the Mekong opposiie Chiang Saen an 11-12 December
1995 Mlikovsky and Inskipp (in prep.) traced no records
from Laos and itis rare in Thailand (Boonsong and Round
19915 Delacour (1920h) categorized it 48 a mare winter
migrant to northern Indochin,

*Barren BurroNQuail Turuix swscearor Twe singles (and
many buttongquails probably of this species) at Nam Hiang
(Bolaven Piateau) in Apnl, This is the first recent field
obscrvauon i Laos (one was seen e a market m 1994,
Fvans and Timnmuns 19473, but unidentificd burronguais
were seen 8l most sites surveyed recently (Thewlis er al
1096, Evans and Timmuns 1997}, The species occurred
throughout Laos (Delacour and Jabouille 10400 and was
commuon i Tranminh and Savannakher (David-Beaulicu
ladd, 19401650, [t was recorded from Phongsals (Bangs
and Van Tyne 1931 ) and Salavan (Delacour and Jabouille
1%31). Engelbach (1932) suspected that this species was
common on grassy plains on the Bolaven Plateau. but could
nat condirm this

*Bree-THROATED BarRBeT Megalaina asiarica Barbetrs
whose call matched this species in Thatland (P D. Round
verbally 1993 were heard widely in and around Phou
Dendin NBCA. These are the first recent records from

Lacs, Historically, 11 was recorded from vanoeus sites in
North Laos (Oustaler 1899-1903, Delapcour and Jabouille
1927, Delacour and Greenway 1940a), where o was
considered o be the commonest barber by Bangs and Van
Tyne (19311 David-Beaulieu (1944 tound that although
it wis abundant i Trannmh around 1, 100 m, frwas never
tound m lower areas and was rare i the mountans.

Biyrir’s KINGERISHER Alved heverddes A single along a smal|
forestedd sieeam near Ban Nam Tang (Bolaven Plateau! on
20 Apnl and two unconfirmed sightings elsewhere on the
Plateau. Fstorically the spectes was only recorded in Loos
tfrom the North (King er al. 1975), but in 1994 the species
was tound i Central Laes (Evans and Timmins 1997),
as it was in 1995, The known distribution in Viemam his
4lso been greatly extended (Robson ¢ 2f, 1993h)

Brur=pareD KINGPISHER Afcedo moning One on several
davs onthe Nam La {Phou Dendin NBCA ) at 030 m. The
species was recorded histopcally w Laos only from the
north-west (King e of. 1975}, but Thewls or ail (19%90)
tound the bird commonly iy South and Central Laos. It
also appears to be commoner i Vietnam than would be
expected from historical records (Rabsan o @l 1980)

*OriexTAL DWary KINGEISHER Cevx critliacus Singles in
the Num Ao forest (Nam Kading NBCA) on 28 Apnl, i
the Nadi Limestone on 5 May and near Ban Nongset
{Bolaven Southwest PPA) on 17 Apnil, Orher recent
records are of singles at Houay Nhang on 12 Novernhber
1902 and 1n Xe Pian NBCA on 9 December 1992 and on
8 May 1993, while birds were locally ¢ommon in Phou
Nang He NBCA in April 1993 and Dong Hua Sao NBCA
m May-July 1993 (Thewls ¢ «l 1096), Historweal Lao
records all came from north-east Lyos. Duvid-Beaulieu
(1944) recorded a single in April, a pair in May and three
undated singles in Tranminb; he categonzed 1t as resident
in the provinee. Elsewhere, singles were recorded at Ban
Musngyo in May and near Ban Boun-Taiin June {Bangs
and Van Twvne 1931),

Considering all past and present records, birds are clearly
scarce wn winter (November - March), with @ marked
mcrease an records in Apnl, The species's status dunng
the rains (June - Ocrober) is as ver unclear, In Thaland ic
15 a resident und winter visitor [(Boonsong and Round
1961 ).

*Honuson™s Hawk Cucroo Hrerocooowy fugax A single
adult H. £ noscolor in evergreen lorest near Keng Maiha
in early January and an immature in the Nam Ao forest
(both Nam Kading NBCA) on 28 April. The only previous
record for Lsosas from the Xe Fian NBCA (South Laos)
1 March 1993 [Thewlis ¢z ¢l 19067,

Orextal Cockoo Cucudus sanrarys Calls were heard an
21 April at Nam Kading NBCA and. provisionallv. on 8
May at the Nadi Limestone (both about 800 m), King
wl, (1973) were unsure of the speaies’s status in Indoching
and the only previous records from Laos are from the
Central region an 1994 (Evans and Timmins 1097,

*LEessEr CUCKoO Cuiulis poltocephalus One wis tipe-
recorded on 3 June in secondary forest at 1,635 m on Phou
Fa mountmin (Phou Dendin NBCA ). Mhkovsky and
Inskipp (in prep.) traced no previous records from Laos

Corat-giLLen Grousn Cuckoo Carpococevs renatdd
Heard along the Nam Muang on 7 November (Phou
Khaokhoay NBCA) and 1-3 recorded (mostly heard)
seatrered localines throughour Nam Kading NBCA,
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incluching the Nam Ao torest. These are nor the tirst records
fromm Nurth Laos, us, although King oz af [HI73) excluded
shis area from the species™s rangeo it was found in Tranninh
by Delacour and Jabowlle (1927).

FORK=TAILED SWiIFT Apus pacificay Commuoen i the
sueveved parts of North and Central Laoss between
February and May, but birds were not seen along the Nam
Kading m December and the irregular records in January
mvolved only snull numbers. However, at Ban Kengbnt
(Nam Kading NBCA) in Muarch and April these swifts wene
common and many patrs were chusing and displaving
Small groups cacded and visited lediges in the caling o1 a
cave in Khammouan Limestone NBCA and beneath a large
limestane overhang along the Nam Hinhoun in April -
May. Movements of many hundred birds on 1he Nakay
Plarean m late Februury and early Narch were not i a
consistent direction. In the South, parues of lve and 30
respectively were observed on 13 April and 10 May along
the Xe Pun: none was recorded i this region dunng
November 1992 to March 1993 (Thewlis er al. 1996).

In North Laos A p. cookis resident, although subject to
irregubior movements (David-Begulicy 19445, Tis white
rump patch s strongly streaked black (Robinson and Kloss
L9310 and aarrower than on other rces (Boonsong and
Round 1991 ); 1t ¢an be surprisingly inconspaeucus m the
ficld Care 1s needed when searching for Dark-rumped
Swift A acativaiada, w possible vagrant o Lisos, David-
Beaulieu (194010507 did nor determine the subspecies of
birds from Cenrral Lacs, Delacour (19295 considered that
all the swifts made errance movements spther than beng
Irue migrarnts.

*Pare-carren Picros Coltonba proncea Two logether in
evergreen forest mn castern Nam Kading NBCA on 7
January and 4 group of 4-5 a1 Nam Hiang (Bolaven
Plateau) o 135-17 April are the first recent Lao recorsds
Thoase in Nam Kading NBCA are the liest from the Noath;
previous records came onle from the South (see Thewlis
clal. i prep..

Yerrow-venten Grees Piceon Treron sermnndt Seven in
a fruiting g near Keng Matha on 28 December. One shaot
ot January at o fruteing ree 3 km souh of Ban Kengbit
(Nam Kading NBCA). These are the finst records from
North Laos The only previous Law records are also Trom
the Nam Theun catchment in 1994 (Evans and Timmins
1907 und 1945

*Wende-tanen Groen Picoos Trerea sphenura Two at
the Ban Navang fogging road (Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA)
on 17 March, There appear to be only twao historical
records trom Laos: a male on the Bolaven (Engelbach
19323 and e Taloun [(North Laos) where the species was
considered fregquent (Delacourand Greenwav 1940a). The
1995 record 15 thus the first tor Cenrral Laos. Although
Debacour uwnd fabouille (1931) 11r¢dia::ed that the species
would be tound 1o occur widely in Luos, there is as vet no
evidence for this.

*Tawsy Fisi QOwa Ketupa flasipes Feathers tound ar Keng
Tuang (upstream of Nam Kadimg NBRCA | i January were
compured with specimens at BMNI. "1his site 15 on the
“horder of Central and North Laos: previous confirmed Lao
recands come only from the North, with provisional records
from the South (Appendiy 1. see Thewls e o/, in prep )
pnd Centre (Evans and Tunmmes 1997) This s the only
canfirmed recent record of the species from Laos; field
sightings have not heen wdentified to species.

[*SroT-BELLIED EAGLE OWL Bubo mpatess Calls heard
beside the Nam Mang (Phou Khaokhoay NBCAS b early
November and ar Ban Nam Tang (Bolaven Pliteau) on 9
Aprtl tirted this speaies’s gall wm Boonsong and Round
(1901}, bur neither pbserver had heard the species
previously. The only conlmmed recordyan Lyoscome from
the North (see Thewlis er alo i prep.i |

*Woon SNire (}.—:Hmagu nemovicola Singles beswde munn
nvers of the Nakay Plateau on 8 (three) and 23 Februany
are the unly recent records from Laos and the fiest from
Centrl Lyos, Previous Lao records ¢ome only from the
Narthe 1n Tronminh it was 3 <garce mugrant benween
Ocrober and Apnl (Divid-Beauleu 194

*CoMMON REvsyank Trnga topanns Twonn a flock of 450
waders near Ban Don 1 Nukoy Pluteau’ on 20 February were
the fist recorded from Central Laos, Kang or alo 1197351
recorded this species in'Lavs from the North and South,
bus we have traced 3 historical reference only forthe South,
with noe further details (Deliscour and Jaboeuille 19407; the
gecords i Perennou and Mundkur (1001} de, hewever,
come from dround Vienttme. The species s much scarcer
in South und Cenrral Laos than are Sported Redshank.
Common Greenshank and Wood, Green and Common
Sandpipers {see Thewlis er ol 1996, BEvans and Timmms
1297 Delacour (19290} also consudered it 1o be much
tarer than these species i Indochina.

BRroONZE=-WINGED JAcAaNa Metopediis indicies Av lesst v o
30 April - 1 May at Bun Nakhay (Plioy Khaokhoay NBCA)
are the first pubdishesd detals Irom Nogth Laos, the species
beng known previousty from the South and Cenrre [ Bang
cioal. 1975, Thewhis e of. 19985, nlthough some or all
records vf the species in Perennou and Mundkuor (1991,
1992) and Perennou v o/ (19890 come from the North

*LONG=TOUD STINT Gl sobsimuia One on a Mekong
sandhunk oppecate Chiang Saenon =12 December 1965,
Mitkovshy and Inskipp tn prep.) traced ni previous tecords
frivme Laons

*Dusuin Culudre alpima One on o Mekong sandbank
opposite Chiang Saen em 11-12 December 1995 Mlikovsky
and Inskipp (o prep.) tmced no previous records from Laos,

*LONG=BILLED Prover Charadre placshies Twa birds on
25 December - 3 lanuary on a larze sland of coarse sand
and gravel 2.3 ki downstream of Ban Kenghroare the first
recently recorded n Laos; past records are discussed in
Thewhs oral, (in prep.

=Omexrar PrRAONCOLE Glareola maldmwamen One on a rock
in the middle Xe Namnov on 12 April 1s the fist record
from the South and only the second recent record for Laox
Previous records camie fronmn the North: three were seen 5
ki noetdy of Houay Nhang on 12 April 1993 (Thewlis
af, 1996 and i1 was commpn on passage through Tranninh
tespecially the Pl of Jars and Ban Lar-sen in April and
May. the flocks (of up to 401 staving for a day or 1wo
(Dravid-Beauheu 1944),

The lock of regords trom Laos compared with Thaland,
where the bird is very common i open country berween
Fetsruary and Octaber almost thronghout [ Boonsone and
Round 1991) surely reflecs a real difference in status,
Onental Prauncole seems to be 2 migrant o or thyough
Laws, although it was considered resident, it least i the
North, by King er af. (1973). Delacour (1892490 was unsure
ol the seasonal movements. but thought thur 11 was
probably a summer breeding visitor 1o Indochina,
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*Parias's Guia, Lo shelivaenes Ansmmature 2t Chiang
Sacn, Thatland on 11-12 Degcember 1994 flew regularly
over to the Lao side of the Mekong on borh dnres
Miikovsky and Inslapp (in prep.) traced only one previous
recard from Indoching (Viemam: Eames 19970 and 1 ds 4
very mare visitor 1o adand (Boonsong and Round 19917,

Brack Baza dewcedo leuphoree On the Nukay Pliateau
sightings were much more frequent i March (one or more
siiall [locks dalv) than myearly February 1a angle in eight
doysi. The seasopniigy of dus species i Laos 1s non clear
it s complex in Thailand: Boonsong und Round 1991),
Bt this rive sn numbers probably indicates a sprng passage.
Peélucour (19315 pecorded two vaces Tor Indochina, A L
fetplevees, wineh broeds i e noeth, and AL £ syanne, which
bs J wimter visitor by implicaton to the entire ares {(dlthough
Lavs s ot specifieally lsted). The March peak prosumably
invalved the larter and migrstion was directy observed

nearby in the previous vear on 15 April 1994, a flock off

10 fleav tovth over the Ban Navang logging road (Nakav-
Narm Theun NBOA, 1000 m; TDE own obs. |

Rirds probabiy breed i Laos oa 7 March one of @ flock
ol six pver the Nakay Plateau engaged In a 'swirchbuack'
drplay simibr ro thar of Worthermn Goshawle eciprer genilis
free Cramypy and Sienumens 19791 In June - July, bivds were
cormmmon 1 the losslands of Dong Huoo Sao NBCA in 1993
and Xe Bang-Nowm NBCA 1994 respecuvely (Thewlis
ot gl 1996, Evans and Timmins 1997 ) and are presumabily
rosidente ob L svama may thus live i South and Central
Laos s well s the North: The spectes ocourred throughout
the vearin Feanmnh (Disnd-Beauleu 1914, but other past
uhservers m Laos Jid not comment on seasonulity

Stepumpan (1990 ahsérved o food-carmying, and thus
presumably nesung. par i southert Central Annam in
Apnl - May [980; he collected @ female i reproducuve
conditon m the same ares in Junuary 1984 atter observing
ey bards that appeared ro be paired. Stepanjan ( 1990} also
considersd that some lormer Indochinese records (in
Robinson and Kloss 19109 and Bangs and Van Tyne 1931)
i Mareh - Apnl were seferable o breeding bieds on the
grounds of dute along, but our abservanons indicare thas
passage occurs i these months, and severad Mocks belteved
1o b rrngrants were noted 10 Tonkan in April 1988 {Robson
of arl. TS,

*Snort-1oen Syake Eaare Grcacnn galicus One tlew
south-vast uver Nian Mang (Phow Khaokhoay NBCA) on
P November a1 10800, The widy previous Lo record s
trom the South (Thewlis or ol 1906), The bied in 1994
lad o serikingly pale underside includmg sts head und neck,
firds are uvsvally depreted with dark in this region
tincluding in Boonsong and Round 19913, bot skins ar
BMINH) include many from Asta with umiformly paie
underpitrrs indlpding vwnly sparseé, small, pale Tulvous
srradiks,

*Hes Harmimer Clrcies cvanedts A second-wantter male near
Ran BT (Nekay Placenur on 11 February, with several
Eurnsiare Marsh Hurmens, 1s the frst record from Cenrral
Laos. The onlv previvos Lao records arg from the North:
one @t Lat Houang, I ranninh, in December 1937 {David-
Béapheu 19440 and 5 male ar Paksan wetlands on 23
Febryury TUSO Salter 1007

*CAINESE SPARROWHAWK Avoprer solocus Singley pear
Ban Kengbir INam Kuading NBCA, | Januury), Nong
Paapak 12 km cast of Ban Khenken, Nukay Plareau, 10
and 28 Februnrv), by the Xe Kong (Xe Pun NBCA. 0

May) and along Ruue 12 south of Xeno (4 May) are the
first recent Deld observatons in Laos and include the first
trom the South and the first confirmed from the Centre.
Previous records came onlv from the North (singles at
Niangquang i April and September 1941 David-Beauley
1944 and perhups the Centre (one in Ban Lak (200 market,
Evans and Timmins 1997). The recent records suggest
that, as believed by David-Beauljeu (19449), the species hay
been overlooked because of idenuficanon difficulues,

| * EURASIAN SPARROWIHAWK AAccipizer snstis Singles near Ban
Kengbit i Num Rading NBCA) on 30 December and beside
the Nam Xot 1 km downsmream of Ban Namxot {(Nakay
Plateau) on 2 and 4 February are the firs recent Lao
records, albeir provisionally wentified. Histoncal records
came from seattered Jocalites throughour the country in
winter (Delacour and Jabouwille 1927, Delucour and
Grireenway 19403, David-Reguhen 1044, 1949-19350). The
lnck of wther recent records 18 surprising, although many
accipiters have remaned unidentified at mast sites|

Commox Kestren Fuleo fivnncndies A female on himestone
cliffs ay Vangviang on 27 November called repeatedly and
flew with winnewing wings. & culling male was seen In
stmuilar hubits 4 km downstream on 20 November, These
observations raise the possibility that the species breeds at
Vangviang smce, in Europe. such behoviour occurs mannly
vn the breeding termitory and in the breeding season (Village
1900). Late in the vear, resident raptors in Laos display
frequently. ¢ g, accipiters were in avral display at
Vangviang {26 November|. Phou Khaokhoay NBCA {11
November? and Nam Kading NBCA (Zo December),
Common Kestre] was believed by King o7 o/, (1973} o be
4 mugrant to South-East Asia. It is a mugrant 1o Thailand
{tBoonsong and Reound 1991 and historical sources
fsnmarized m Thewlis ¢ ol 1996) never documented
breeding im Lo, however, Delicour and Jabowlle (1931)
categorized F. o1 satgranes Iwhich they recorded [rom
Niangquang) as a resident moving 1o lower altiudes in
winter,

Orimextar Hoeny Falco severws One on 9 February over
the Nam Xot (Nakav Plateau) is the first from Central
Lasos ather records, all of occasional small numbers, come
from Tranninh (David-Beaulicu 1944). Xe Pian NBCA
and Duong Hua Sao NBCA (Thewlis ¢r al, 1996) and se¢veral
sites 1o the Nam Theun carchment [Appendix 1),

Earers Ardodue Several muxed flocks imany dozens
stong) in March and April afong the Num Kading. Xe [flan
and Xe Kong mcluded mainly Carde and Lirde Egrets and.
partcndarly, Chmese Pond Herons, with occasional Grest
and Intermediate Egrets admixed. Many were in full
breeding plumage. In such habitars, including ar Nam
Kading, only occastional porid herons had been seen dunng
the winter.

Past resident observers made some comments on the
seasonality of these species: in the South, Cantle Egrers
made local movements st the end of the wet season ond
there was an important passage ol pond herons in April
and May (Engelbach 1932); large flocks of Lanle Egrets
disappeared from the Savannakhber region durimg May
{Dayid-Beaulieu 1949-1950); egrets vccurred most often
i T'ranninh during August - Quetober, with Lintles 1o the
end ol December, and flocks of Canle occurnng also in
spring (but less commonly than m autumn), while pond
herons were common on both passages and a few were
found in the rest of the vear (David-Beaulieu 1944).
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*Brack BrrmeeN Dupetor fluvicollis Severul singles along the
Ne Pran (Bolaven Southwest PPA) during 11-21 April. The
anly uther recent recards are ol three singles i May 1993
w the Xe Puan NBCA and Dong Hua Sao NBCA lowlands
{Thewls o @it 1996}, The only past recordswith detail from
Laos are of two each in September and October in
Tranninh { David-Beaulieu 1944, although Delacour and
Jubouille {1940) recarded the species throughout Laos. The
lack of recant fecords in other mornths, despite heavy feld
etfort durng Ocrober to March suggesis that, as believed
by David-Beauleu (19443, the species 1< manlya magram
im Lﬂl'lS

*Biack STORK Creonta nigra Seven soaring over 1he
confluence of the Nam Mon with the Nam Xot (Nakay
Platesu) on 10 February. The casterns poputlation of Black
stork numbers only 2,000 and is dedlining (Perennou v
ul 1004 Previous records trom Lags are of infrequeit
hyrdy tonce a flock of about 10) on and around the Plan
of Jars and near Xiangyguang (Delacour and [obouille 1940,
David-Beaulieu 19441, three recerds fone of 17 together)
around Ban Houuyxar in December 1938 - January 1039
(Detucour and Greenway 1940a) and vne mmature over
the Nukay Plateay on 28 February 1004 (Evans and
Timpsins 1907)

*Brue-saren Prrra Pirsa sipalenis Three groups of 1-2
on the southern escarpment and upper Nam An valley
(both Nam Kading KRCA) ar 830 m are the first regent
field abservations mn Laos, although market specimens were
found in Ban Lak (207 in 1994 (Evans and Timmins 19497
and on 16 March 19935, Histarical Lao records are
divcussed in Thewlis o7 @l (in prep. |

“Hoonen Priva P serdicde Commeon at several sires in
Phou Dendin NBCA, including close ro villages These are
the first recent records from Laos; the species was previously
known in Laos only by rwo taken at Ban Boun-Tm (North
Laosi in May 1929 (Bangs and Van Tyne 19311

Dusky BroavbriLr Conudon stonarranses Three groups were
heard along the Nam An (230 m) during 16-20 April and
birds wuere found in forest near Ban Kenghat south of the
Nam Kading on 18 January and on the south slope of
Sayphou Ao (bélow 500 m) un 30 Apnal (all Nam Kading
NBCA), Although listed Yor Laos only from the South by
King ez 2. 1 19753 these are not the first records for North
Lavs as v single was recorded from Ban Thangon by Bangs
and Van Tvne (193 1), Thewlis of wl (19961 extended the
known range to mclude Central Laos.

Ravener-raLend Treeme Toontnerus tonnturies Locally
comunon {found daily when searched for) in Nam Kading
NBCA, primarily in hinle-degraded eyvergreen forest inthe
eastern part of the reserve. Records glso came from the
Nom Ao ferest, where small flocks were seen on several
occasions, nned the Nadr Limestone fonce onlv, at 450 m)

These are the first records from North Laos. previous
Fecords (reviewsd i Thewls of @l n prep.) conung unly
from the Centre. including higher up in the Nam Theon

*AsHy Woonswartow Aranne freseres Up o five daily
around cleared and secondary areas of the Bolaven Plateau,
with up 1o pine ar Nam Fhang (Roloven Plarepu). Two over
a marraw valley overgrown with codrse grass near the Nam
L .0n 29 May at 700 m (Phou Dendin NBCA The only
othet recent Lao records wire ol occasional birds m similer
tishitar on the Bolaven in 1993 CThewlis o of. 1996 and

the Nakay Plateau in 1997 (LEvans and Fimmmns 1997
Histmneal reconds come from Ban Nape (Delacour 19294,
Banr Lavphoucha and Phangsaly, whicl were both apen
mountunous areas [Bangs and Vun Tvne 19141,
Savonnakher province. where rare 1 David: Bosuhew 1049-
19500 and Tranminh. where merglv an erratic visitar
(Davacd-Beaubico 19445 Engctback (1927, 1932, sl the
species in the Suwuth only in hills sround Muang Taoy and,
commonly. un the Rolaven Thus, hswncad and recend
records comie overwhelmmgly from detoreaed mid-alutude
sopes and platesox. The lack o1 other records s curpriving
as the speeies 1s 3 common resident. chietly in the lowlunds,
throughout non-peninsular Thatlend (Boonsong and
Round 1941)

=SuENnER=BitLED QrIOLE Unofto renurestns A pads at a
part-buil nest it pine frest on the Bolaven Plateau on 21
and 23 Apnl. The birds were disunguished from Black-
naped Onoles v dinansn by thar thinper sinpe on the
nape; thinner and pinker bills, the absence of any birds with
i golden mantle. and different vocalizanons: "The observer
saw Slender-tilled Ordoles ar Do Inthanan (Thailund |
shortly afterwards This is the first recent Lao recond, but
others may have been overlooked among Black-naped
Orioles, which were commuon ar several sites sprveved
recenly. King o al. (1975 stared that previous records in
Laos come onty from the North, bat one was tound on the
Bolaven Plateas car Ban Thateng, South Laos) lare vie
November (Engelbach 19320 Ip Tranominh i wis msch
commopnes thin Black-naped and both species (voured
during April - Ocleber] soene birds geportedls showed
teayures of borh species (David-Beaulizu 19445 bur [rom
the charucters given it 1s not clear why such birds were not
immature male Black-paped Onnles Delacour and
Jabowlle (1927) recorded two from Xiangquang in
Deeember 1925 (ouside David-Beaulieu™s period Birds
were common st Taleun [Delacour and Greenway 1940)
Delocour and Greenway (164 1) suspecred thar the species
lived on all massils i Indochina.

The habitar occupicd by these birds, open pine foresr, 1s
sirmlar 1o that wsed i Viernam (M. RO Leven verbadly
15951

*Pien Fanvtane Kiipdiora pavarrca This apecies was
observed frequently an the Thal bank of the Mekong @
Nong Khatas mapped by Bovnsong and Round (1097 ),
but has never begn recorded 1 Lao< (Mlikovdky and
Inskipp i prep. ). nseems extrasrdimary thar the Mekong
can act as an elfective dispersion barmer to the spegies, but
this is presumably <o

Crow=nsrLip DrosGo Do amectans Stingles on 26
March in evergreen forest near Ban Kengbi and on the
aorth slope of Sayphou Ao op 2 May bl Nas Kadang
NBCA) are the fursy froan Novrh Lios, provsods Lae
records, all in March - May, come (rom scatered Jocaliues
in ' the South ungd Centre (Thewls o . 14996, where the
species wias alse recorded in [ 994+ 1995

*Brack=tnaastnn Toresy Durdus dosstmds A temale on
23 and 28 Febmuary along the Nam On (Nakay Plateau] o
the first pecent record for Laos and the tirsy from the
Centre, Although not listed Tor Luos by King o ol (10753,
three were recorded from Bun Nambkeung-Kao (Napth
Laos) by Delncour and Crreznway (19:400), A specunen
reported from Xiangguang (David-Beaulieu 1944 was
reidentified as a fapanese Thrush by Dickinson {1970b)
Examination of skins at BAUNHD showed thar lemale
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Tapanese Thrushes are indeed variable, although none has
as extensive orange on the flanks or on the breast as does
rypical Black-breasted.

*Eurasiax Bracksiry Turdies merwda Blackbirds were
common in the Nam Theun catrchment (including Nam
Kudmg NBCA and the Nakay Plateau). A male beside the
Ne Kong just outside Xe Man NBCA on 12 May was the
fatest spring record When on the south bank of the Xe
Kong river the bird was in Cambodia, from where
Mlikovsky und Inskipp {in prep.) traced no records,

Nearly all birds were beswde large streams and rivers,
smgly orm small loose Nocks (as found by David-Beaulicu
10q4-1950) Others were seen by a pool in agnculraral land
an the Nakay Phiteay and (abour 20) in fruiting freces in
evergreen forest (Nam Kading NBCA)Y. In 1994, aver 40
were seent on severil davs feeding at the margins of a large
wrized grassy area on the Nakay Plateau. Along the Nam
Kadmg [ December), birds bathed communally in groups
of up o 20) belore going 1o roost 1n dense riverside
bamboo Birds ar this ome frequently gave asaft “p'soook™
the pre-roostng call usual in UK was not heard. Other
frequent calls, o “whithik” resembline o call of Fieldfare 70
pitars, and an explosive ringing “chiea) chup chup”, dalso
Jditfered from those gmvernt in UKL Delacour and Jabeuille
(16310 and David=Beaulicu (1949-16501 alse noted that
calls differed between this populanon and those tn Eurape
and P Alstrém (n Inskipp ez wf. 1996) suggested, on the
busts parncularly of vocul differences. thar this popalation,
T o mandaronis, 15 not a subspecies of 70 mernda,

The abundance of birds (up to 80 were seen dailv on
the Nakay Plateau) even on the Nam Kading only 65 km
fmoa direet lne) from the Mekong contrasts with the
spedies's stutuy in Thailand, from where Boonsong and
Raund (1901} report only one record,

SGrrey-sipen Tuerusy Diodus feae Singles beside the Nam
Muon (Nakay Plateau) on 3 (first winter plumage} and 6
February (aduli), No previous recards were listed for
Indoching by Mlitkovsky and [nslapp an prep. ), Both birds
were located by call, which was slightly but disnnerly
tHunner than that of Evebrowed Thrush 7, obscurns. Some
non-oronge Evebrowed Thrushes resemble poorly-marked
first-winter Grev-sided Thrushes (M. R. Leven verbally
LOY5) Skiny ar BMINH) showed thar such Evebrowed
Thrushes lack clear grey un the underparts whereas the first
winter Grev-sided on the Nakay Plateau and the two at
I'ring all showed this, Furthermore, although dificult w
Jddge un skans, moest oot all Evebrowed Thrushes show
a white submaouosiachia] stripe as well as the superchum
and lower eve-crescent ot Grev-sided Thrush, The
upperparts on all ¢ight Grev-sided Thrush specumens at
BMENHY and on the two in the field was g rusty-olive tone
resembling that of many Evebrowed Thruoshes, rather than
the straw=olive depicted in Boonsong and Round (1991},
All thres hirse-winter Grey-sided Thrushes shawed
noticeable nhve pectoral-parch extensions of the upperpart
colour; a similar pattern is shown by dull Evebrowed
Thrushes.

*Dark-sipep Frycarcuer Musgcapa stbivica Small
numbers datly bn the Boliven Plateau and ouddle Xe Pian
during 16-23 April in all habitats visited including centres
of villages: Five singles and a group of two were seen in
the Nant Ao forest (Nam Kading NBCA) during 27 April
= 2 May. Orher recent Lao records were of one ar Phou

Xang He NBCA on 2] April 1903 (Thewliz er af 1996)
and fourteen birds during 23 Apnl - | May 1994 in and
around the Nakav-Nam Theun NBCA. mamly vun the
Nakay Plateau (LEvans and Timmins 1997, Historcally,
it was recorded g5 follows: a scarce Seplember visioer in
Savannakhet (David-Beaulien 1949-1930), 3 scarce wimnter
visitor tn Seuth Laos o Muang Taey and around Salavan
(Engelbach 1932); one, Phongsali on 4 Mav (Bangs and
Van Tyne 1931): an abundant double passage migrant in
Franninh. especially momountains (David-Beaulieu 19444
Thus the spedes vccurs in Lavs mainly on passage, with
tecords clustercdd in late April and early May (observation
in autummn has been much less intensive, however). By
contrast in Thailand s commaon mowinter (Beonsong and
Round 19911 As wuh Forest Wagiail, birds in Laos
winfer were recorded only from the South.

*Frrnucinous Fryearoasr Musccapa fervuginea One near
the Nam Leuk dam site (Phou Khaokheay NBCA) v a
tree-{all site in logged evergreen forest on 2 November. The
anly previous Lao record is of vne at low altitude at Ban
Thathom, Narth Laos, on ) Qeiober 1046 (David-Beaulicu
[94x),

*Mucimakt FLycarcuer Fieedula sngenmaky Thstuncuve
ftycatchers in Nam Kading NBCA in January. on the Nakay
Plateau in February and on the Bolaven Plateau m April
ditfered from rhe female Mugimaki Flvearcher depicted in
Bounsong and Round (1991 in several ways: the pale mark
un the side of the head resembled in shape and position
that of the male, although it was someumes barely distinee;
the rich vrange of the breast extended up the throat o the
bili-base: the mantle was shghtly browner than the head in
January and by mud Apnl birds had a nonceably grevish
head. Otherwise birds were as expected for Mugimaki in
plumage, size and strucrure. The call was g rapid “tk-tk-
1k, Birds sallied from open pine canopy, an usnderstorey
tree-fall site; remnant tall trees i cultivation, the
understorey beside a forest road and alse ute hernes in open
bushland

Many skins ar BM(NH) revealed that the orange
underpures of female tvpe birds often extend nght o the
bill base. Thers was great vanation i the precse shape,
stze and posiion of the pale mark on the head. bur usnally
ir reflected thar of the male

WinTe-GorGrETED Fuvearcier Ficedila mioniieger One near
Ban Xenam-Noy (Bolaven Plateaw) oo |8 April showed
soitie characters associared with Rutfous-browed Tlveatcher
£ seditarts; although ithad a full black surreund w the white
throat. the crown had a srrong russel tone and the bird
lacked wwhite supercilum but. instead, had a small, weakly
conrrasung, pale supraloral spot, The many other birds 1n
the aren appeared as tvpical White-gorgeted Flycarchers,
vontrasting with those observed on the Balaven Plateau in
10035 (35 km 1o the west in Dong Hua Sas NBCA), many
af which showed a wide and inconsistent mix of characters
of the two species (Thewlis & af. 1906)

SNOWYV-BROWED FILYCATCHER Fioaduly Inperytime A female
ot 3 [anuary in undergrovwth beside a small stream ar 400
m in the eastern part of Nam Kading NBCA was
considerably below the lower altitudinal limits given by
King ¢r . (1975: 900 m) and Boonsong and Round (19%1;
800 m). The lowest recent Lao record otherwise is at 1,100
m, at which aliitude birds were common in Dong Hua Sao
NBCA in breeding season 1993 (Thewlis er of. 1696).
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Brug=axp-wmrk FuyvoarcHer Ceepaptila cvanomelana
Muny of both sexes were seen ot Nam Hiang (Bolaven
Plateau) during | 3-17 Apnl with up to six per day. Females
showed surprising vanation in throar pattem, including
birds with: 4 mottled brownish throat with an ill-defined
creamy verncal centres a dull grevish throat, with a whie
ellipse across the Tower throat, as shown by some female
miltavas; a umitormly pale brown throar and breast, These
throat pauerns are all shown by female skins in the
BM(NH), and Delacour and Jabouiile (1931 mention
same varation in the amaunt of white o1 the throat

Ssare NiLtava Nilftave nracgriponae A male on 3 and ¢
January in undergrowth beside a small stream ar 400 m in
the eastern part of Nam Kading NBCA, The lower
altitudinal limits given by King ez af. [1975) and Boonsong
and Round (19417 are 900 m (bur sometimes lower
winter) and YO0 m respectively, The lowest recent Lao
record otherwise s ot 600 m in the Nakay-Nam Theun
NBCA. where the species was common above 1.000 m
(Evans and Timmins 19971,

*Wurre-ralLen Fuycatoner Cyomte comeretus Birds were
lenilly common in severnl areas inand around Nam Kading
NBCA down 1o 250 m (although commeoener above 600
m] aad one wis seen in Phou Khaokhoay NBCA 4t 300
m. Recently birds were also recorded ar Phou Xang He
NBCA 1350 m} and Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA ar 600-
1300 m (Thewhs ér al. 1996, Evans and Timnuns 1997).
Historical records come from the Nam Theun area
(Delucour 19294) Lo-Tiao (Delscour and Greenway
19404) and several sites in Tranninh (David-Beaulieu
L9}, The spevies is thus much more widespread in Laos
than it Thailand, where Boonsong and Round [1091)
mapped 1t far only three small areas, It has recently also
been found more widely in Annam (Robson e al, 1993a).
Many recent Lao records came from below 900 m, often
substantially so, which 15 the lower alutudinal limit wven
for continental South-East Asia by King er ol (1073)%
David-Beaulicu 1 1944) lists two singles from about 300 m
in Tranninh and birds in North Annam wete recorded as
low as 100 m {Robson er ol 19934)

*Davwieany Repstarr Phoenicirns airorels A male in
extendive scrub near Ban Namkong (Bolayven Plateau, 760
m) on 11 Apolis the first recent Lao record and the nirst
from the South, The species was regular, although not
common, m I'ranmnh (North Laos) between November
and March. being most frequent at mid-altitude sites
(David-Beatheu 19445 and one was taken at Ban Nape
(Central Laos) (Delacour 19294),

Prumnrovs Watir REDSTART Rivacoruss fuliginosus A
male znd a pair on a steep pan of the Xe Namnoy 5 km
north of Ban Latsasin on 6 April (700 m), Previous Lao
records come only from the North and Cenwre (King e al.
1979 In Tranninh, it was a common resident; breeding
at mid altinudes and wintering in lower areas (David-
Beauliey 1944). In the Centre only *a few' were found near
Ban Nape and it was farely rare in Savannakbet (David-
Beaulicy 1949-1950), 1t was recently recorded widely in
Nukay-Nam Theun NBCA (Evans and Timmins 1007),

*CHESTNUT-VENTED NUTHATCN Nitta sagaessis A pair and
1-2 singles on the Bolaven Plateau on 21 April, in the same
arca of open pine forestat LOOO m a3 were Chesmut-bellied
Nuthatches, The vbserver saw numerous Chestnut-vented
Nutharches shortly afterwards in northern Thailand and

the birds 1n Laos showed no obvious ditferences No
previous Lao records were traced by Mlikovsky and Inskipp
(in prep.) and the nedrest known pupulations are i north-
west Thaand and South Annam (King «r ul. 10730
Previous records in South-East Asin come from aboye
1,050 m (Robson ¢ @ 1993b)

*Dusky CrAG Mawnin Firunde conoolor Up 1o 30 4t
Vangviang on 26-27 November; ong near Ban Lak (28],
30 January; about 40 along the sourhern escarpment [ Nam
Kadimg NBCA), breedmgin May; provisional records aver
the Nadi Limestone and over karst near Ban Pakngeun
feast of Nam Mouan). These are the first recent records
of & species hithena considered scarce and local in Laos
Previous records were also frony the North: a spuall group
along rhe middle Nam Xan in December (David-Beauliey
19441 and at the mouth of the Nam Ou o June, where
comunon (Hangs and Van Tynce 1931 Most records m
1904- 1995 were around limestone, with which it s usually
assoctated (Boonsong and Round 1991, although those
on the southern esearpment were many kilomerres from
limestone.

*NaortHERN Houvse Mawri Delichion wrbeca Two forms of
house martuns were seen, which ditfered in plumage und
call. Birds idennified as Northern House Martin on 1he
Nukay Platesu (three. Nong Boua, 26 February: two, Ban
Don, 3 March) called (repeatedly) with a sharp “d-gint™.
closelv resembling Nomhern Houose Martin in the UK,
and very ditferent from the call of Asian House Martins

The clearest visual difference from Adian House Martm
was the lack of dark undertail coverts: the pale vem
stretched almost to the tail tip: The perceved contrast
berween the underwing-coverts and the underwing vaned
with Hight and angle. No consistent differences from Asian
were apparent in the rail fork depth or the white rump size

Northern Howse Martin was reconded from Laos in winter
as follows: o single at Pakxe, u flock ar Muang Taoy
tEngelhach 1932) and regularly 1o Tranminh (David-
Beauheu 1944, These are thus the first records from
Central Laos. All histoncal records were referred to 23 u
ahteleve, now koown oy DL e fegopeda, which has a tail
tork intermediare berween Asian and Eurapean populatons
of Northern House Marun (Turner and Rose 19849} this
may be why no dilference was nored in the field and
mmdicates that the feature 18 best used cautiouslv for
separating the species,

*Asian Houvst Maxris Delichton dasvpus Birds idemified
as Axian House Martin ocourred an large flocks ar Phou
Khuokhoay NBCA (November) and Nam Kuding NRCA
(December and January), The cull, a4 reedy "screveel™,
combied some of the metallic quality of Northern House
Martin 1 the UK. warth the throanness of Sand Martn
Riparta riparia, The rail fork was shallower than on
Northern House Marinin the UK. on somie binds a1 Nam
Kading NBCA the tails looked square-ended The white
rump did not look oouceably narrow or dirty iy colour
Both throat and undernial covents were darkash (muogh less
clearlv so than on Nepal House Murtin) but awav from
the undertail coverts the underparts appeared no dirtier
than on Northern House Martins drinking fraom flnod
water, The durk patch on the underail coverts was smaller
than on Nepal House Marmin. Black underwing-coverty
were intermittently visible on birds i Nam Kading NBCA,
but careful previous checking of underwing contrast in Java
twhere anly Asian House Martin occurs) and UL K. (where
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only Northern House Marsin occurs) indicated thit the
feature has 1o be used very cadtiously, except in the softest
lights.

Characters were checked aguinst skins at BM(NH), Of
23D 0 Lugopasda, nene has dark ender-tail coverts: some
Pave dark <hatt strenks, bur darke did not extend o the webs,
All subspecies of Astan House Marun have dark shuit
streuks and slmost always some dark sullying on the webs
This sullying vanes in extent and. although usually mid-
Browvr Is sometimes wlmost black (But not glossy as on
Nepal House Marting, The white rump band of 2w
fagopanda o approdimately 130 as long as that of Asian
House Marun and it seems surprising that this difference
was less obvrous i the Held than that in sem eolour,

House airnns, either Northiern or Astan, were recorded
over the Bolaven Plateau i April and or Vangviang i
November. Recent records, all of under 10 individuals, also
come from Houay Nhang (October and November 1002),
Ne Pian NBCA (31 December 1992, 1 January and §1
March 19931 and the Nukoy Platean in 1999 (Thewlls ¢
w1906, Bvans and Timrmaes 19070 Asian House Martins
were dentified on the Nakay Plutenu on 28 February 1993
an the basis of plumage; ncluding a narrow white rump
band und durk underwing coverts (light conditions were

excellent) There are no certain histoncal records of Asian

Haouse Martin i Laos (Mlikovsky dnd Inskipp o prep |
Recemly, the species was recorded for the first time in
Indocing in Vietnam (Robison & al, 19934).

rzuran Housye Marnis Delchon mipadensis Flacks of 210-
by the southemn escarpment (Nam Kading NBC A, 13-
23 Apnlt end abwr 20 where the escarpment aburs the
kurst. ncar Ban Lak (28) (29 January and 22 Marcch) are
the first records from North Laos, The only presious Law
reconds are frons the Bolaven Plareat and sdjacent lowlands
i 19973 CThewlis el 1206), the species was teain found
therd 11 Murch - Apnl 1095, some 33 km froms the 1003
recorsds, The largest Nock was of 600 vyer Num Fleng
(Bolaven Plateau), Such numbers in mwo vears and theie
wide spread indicates that the populution s healthy.

[* Brows-urpasTen B ooy Pvenonotus xanthorvhows One
hetieved e be this species on 29 May in serub at 1,020 m
tear Ban Than (Phou Dendin NBCAT is the fiest. albeir
provivonal, recent record for Laos. In Indoching it seems
restricted to the far northern lighlands (Bangs and Van
Tyne 19315, a< in Thadund (Boonsony and Round 1991
and previous Lap records come only from the Norsth:
several were recorded previensly ¢lase o Phou Dendin
NBCA. near Phongsali (Bangs and Van Tyne 1931, and
i owas locally common g Tranninh above 1000
i Delacour and Jabouille 1927, David-Beauliew 19441 ]

Asuy Buono L Heovngos flavala A pany of three abuus 3 kmy
west of Ban Nongset (Bolaven Southwest PPA) ar 350 m
1 the Jowest alpitude vecent record m [aos, King o al,
(10750 gave ausual lower [imic of aboaur 000 m tor South-
East Astnowhile Boonsong and Round (1991) noted bards
as fos s 200 min peminswlar Thailand, but gave no lower
Hnne for continental Thadand There are mahy previous
records from Laos; David-Beaulieu 11944 recorded the
spectes over 1LODO m, but other authors did ot noe
altitudes,

*Pavi-roorin Busn WarniLgR Cona pallidipes Two,

probably a pair, scolding the observer in hillside rall grass
amd scrub at 700 m along the Nam La (PPhou Dendin

NBCA) on 29 May The ape-recording was contirmed by
P 1Y Round G fizr, 1995 as this apectes This is the lrst
recent Lao record, although Cetnig warblers perhaps of this
species wure seen i Nam Kading NBCA. Previows records
come from Nupe (a small flock in Junuary or Februaryt
Delacour 1929a). Lo-Tiao (three, probably in lute
December: Delacour and Greerway 194021 and Phongsali
(4 breeding female on 29 April, Bungs and Van Tvae 1931},

[*Brust-winGE)y WARHLER Acrocephalies comcintens One i
rahk herbage on Garden Fsland. Vientiane on 29 November
was wdentfied provisionally as thasspecies by the absence
ol dark above the supercihum pwhich was specifically
searched for at very close range), the greater prormmence
of the supercitium before than after the eve, the extensive
buff wash on the flanks; the quite fong: predominantly pink
bill and the short wings (relauve o Eurasian Reed Warbler
A setrpaeznsy, The call swas a woft "tschak™, markedly mone
Muid i the inrroducnon than is the analogous note of
Eurasun Reed

Smnglc small plam Aorecephafis warblers on 13 and 17
Apnl in the marshy purts of Nam Fliang (Bolaven Plateau),
among dozens of Black-browed Reed Warblers, had cold
grevish upperparts, presumably a consequence of wear. It
wias not possible o deaide whether the supercilium (which
was strong fore and aft) had a dark upper mangin. The
hreastsides showed a slight clouding, but the underpais
were cleaner and whiter than the bird in November (also
likely 1 be because of wear). The short wings were again
noticeable and the call was transerbed as “sachip®, lacking
the incsive starn of the sumiiar call ol Eurasian Reed.

The superalivm of Blunt-winged Warbler i usoally weik
behind the eve [(Kennerley and Leader 1902 but is
probably most conspicucus on grey-plumaged (thus, worm)
birds such ns those on the Bolaven Plateau. These records
are provisional because even the absence of durk above the
supercilium is nor conclusive, as a brow is not always visible
on some Paddyvfield Warblers A, agraoks (Alstriim of al
1991 ), Rabson er al, (10933) likewise retamed their records
Trom Vietnam as unconfirmed.

The anly pravious Blunt-winged Warbler recorded trom
Laos was collected at Savannakhet (Central Laos) on 13
November 19440 (Dickinson [970b). However, 1 may
prave to be a regular migrant, s< it appesrs to be in Vietnam
(Meyv 19971, Other than Blunt-winged, Paddyfield Warbler
which has been teported only once from Indoching N
Dyvmoend in Rabsaon 1906 and Rlack-hrowed Reed
Warbler, the only small derocephalies recorded for Souh-
East Asia by King ¢r ol (1973) 1s Blyt's Reed Warbler. 1.
dumerorum and this s histed only for Bunna. |

*EAasTERN CrowNED WARBLER Mhviliscopies coronarus One
n low scrub on the Nakay Plateau on 20 February and
singles i evergreen torest nenr Ban Khawhiang (Nakay
Plateru, 550 mi on 3 March and (n Nam Kading NBCA
on 3 Apnil, Those from the Nakay Plarcau ace the tirst from
Centrul Laos: histoncal Lao records come only from the
North and South (King «r al. 1973), The only vther recent
records from Laos are from Houay Nhung i autumn 1992
(Thewlis ¢r @/ 1996} dunng the survev period of md
Qctober o nud November, the species dechined 1n
abundance. David-Beaulieu (1944) found that it was a
double passuge migrant in Tranmirth, but past records from
the Bolaven were in December and January (Engelbach
19327, Tr prabably podurs in Lios ourside the Scuth manly
on passage The abundanceof Arctic Warbler, which aleo
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oceurs in Laos primarily on passage, also declined during
the auiumn 1992 survey period at Houay Nhang, whereas
three common wintering congeners (Blyth’s, Yellow-
browed and Greenish) increased during this period.

*LEAF WARBLER Phyvilloscopus sp. An unidentified warbler
was common in the Nadi and Sayphou Loyang Limestone
areas. Among Phyiiescopus species known from Laos, 1t
seemed closest to White-tailed Leaf Warbler P davisoni,
but differed from those seen in Wam Theun NBCA and
onthe Bolaven Plateau in having the breast and belly bright
yellow and in the intense yellow cenrtral crown suipe,
supercilium and wingbars, The vellow underparts were not
as strongly coloured as on Sulphur-breasted Warbler, Skins
at BM(NH) confirmed the differences from White-tailed
{and also Blyth's) and that, while the head parttern and
colour resembled Sulphur-breasted, the underparts were
much less bright. The birds were probably holding breeding
territories: they were seen i successive davs in the same
patches of forest and were calling and singing frequently.
On the basis of the tape-recorded vocalizatons, the birds
may belong to an unnamed taxon (P, Alstrém s ez 1093),

Scary-crowNED BasBLEr Mualacepteron cinercion Locally
frequent in the evergreen forest of Nam Kading NBCA,
particularly 1in the Nam Ao forest; These are the first
records from North Laos, previous records (reviewed in
Thewlis ¢z @l. 1996) coming from the South and Cenrtre,
The species was recently recorded north 10 20°N in
Vietnam {Robson or &/, 1980), Most records in Laos come
from lowland or flat mid-Alurude sites retaining good forest;
iroceurs up o 700 m in North Annam (Robson ez @l 1993a),

*STREAK-BREASTED ScimiTAr BagsLER Pomatorhinus
rificollis At least one was seen 1n tall scrub at 1,010 m on
27 Mav near Ban Than (Phou Dendin NBCA). Birds
showing a runge of charuciers between Streak-breasted and
White-browed 2. sehisticeps were found in the Nam Kading
NBCA and Nam Ao forest, and in 1994 in the Nakay-Nam
Theun NBCA (Evans and Timmins 1997}, Most birds
showed rather little streaking on the flanks and side of the
breast; relarivelv few were streaked across the breasr. A
party in the Nom Ao forest (Nam Kading NBCA, 22
Januarv) contained two unstreaked adulrs, one moderarely
streaked adult and two fledged young.

There are several previous records of Streak-breusted
Scimitar Babbler from Laos. Two were collected at Phongsali
{close to Phou Dendin NBCA) and one at Ban Muangyo (all
of P r. albipectres; Bangs and Van Tyne 1931). Birds from
Ban Nonghet resembled P. r. reconditus but were rather pale
(Delacour and Greenway 1940b). I r beaudiens was described
from Trannminh (David-Beaulieu 1944) and turther birds were
collecred at Taloun, Lo-Tiao and Ban Namkeung-Kao
(Delacour and Greenway 1940a). Birds from the last two sites
were mtermediate between £ v beauliere and P. 5. npponi;
these two forms differ onlv in that the former has a streaked
breast (Delacour and Greenway 1940b). Birds from Nam
Theun and the Bolaven Plareau appeared 1o be intermediates
between I 7. reconditus and P beaulieni (Delacour and
Greenway 1940b), Qur observanons of birds on the Bolaven
were all of entirely unsweaked birds and therefore idensified
as P. sehisteeps (Appendix 1; Thewlis ez ol 1996),

P, r. beaulizur shows weaker and sparser sireaks than do
some other subspecies of P ruficollis {(which show bold
strenks down the underparts from the lower margin ol the
throat}; indeed P. r. beawulicws was described as having only
amore or less streaked breast (Delacour and Greenway

1940b). The streaked birds we observed in Central Luaos
appear closer to P v beawdicud than to P sehisticeps, with
dull and pallid streaking, which was usually fairly limied
but very variable in extent: some individuals were not
clearly separable from P, sclusticeps. A specimen at
BM{NH), from Cenral Laos (Ban Hoi Mak camp 39, 8
km north-east ol Ban Pak-Hinboun, collected on 28
February 1920) has been labelled vaniously as 2 . beatdierd
and P s. humilis, Because of the intergradation they found
in parts of Laos, Delacour and Greenway (1940b)
considered that all forms of P oruficollis and P schisticeps
were conspecitic, whether the underparts were streaked or
not and whether the upperparts were rusty or olive. They
were aware thar elsewhere (the Himalayas and upper
Burma) well differentiated torms with streaked and plain
underparts occurred together. contrasting with the situation
in Laos where adjacent forms merged into each other.
Deignan (1964}, however, accorded . wuficollis and P,
schisticeps specific rank, withour explaming why.

*LimestoNE WREN BasBLER Nuapothera crispifrons A flock
of about six at Vangviang vn 26 November s the first recent
record from Laos, previeus records coming only from the
north-east (Delacour and Jabowlle 1040, King er al. 1975):
small numbers were found at Ban Souy and the Nam Mo,
and birds seemed much rarer than their habitat (David-
Beaulieu 1944, In the Jate afternoon the birds at Vangviang
toraged around a small temple at the foot of a limestone
chiff, entering occasionally the porches of buildings, and
seemed ndifferent 1o the passage of numerous monks
within a few feet. David-Beaulieu (1944) however,
considered 1t was a very wild bird which was difficult to
see and capture,

*Sooty BasBLer Stachvris herberni Three groups in the
Khammouan Limestone NBCA on fairly open vegetated
karst at 280-480 m altitude. These are the first records for
Laos since the species was described from specimens taken
tn this same limestone complex 21 km from the 1995
sighnings (Baker 1920, 1921, Williamson 1945). The only
record in the mterim was from Vietnam (Eames ez al. 1993),
on another part of the same limestone belt

*YELLOW=-EYED BABBLER Clirvsonmia stnense One in hillside
tall grass and scrub at 700 m along the Nam La (Phou
Dendin NBCA) is the first recent Lao record. Such scarciry
15 unexpected us in neighbouring Thaitland 11 s ‘very
common’, occurring vver a wide alurudinal and habitat
range, especially in degraded areas (Boonsong and Round
1991), Previous Lao records comprse: one at Phongsali
fBangs and Van Tvne 1931); infrequent in Tranninh
( Delacour and Jabouille 1927, David-Beaulieu 1944): rure
m Savannakhet, less so around Xe Pon (David-Beaulieu
1949-1950); found at Ban Nape (Delacour 1929a) and
Taloun (Delacour and Greenway 1940a); and found in the
South only at Ban Thateng, at 900 m (Engelbach 1932),
Thus, although 1t was collected widely, no authors
considered the species common. The past records come
mainly from mid altitude hills and authors often mentioned
that the bird was found m grassy or bushy areas, away from
forest. It is likely that the paucity of recent records reflects
partly the bird's occurrence at low density, and partly a
concentration of effort in fores: areas.

*BrowN-CHEEKED FuLveTTa Alcippe pocicepliala Fulvettas
identified as this species were recorded in the Nam Ao
forest (Nam Kading NBCA. one), mn scrub along the nccess
road 2 km from the Theun-Hinboun dam site (Nam
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Kading NBCA, one small flock), in tall secondary growth
in the Nam Monan valley {(Nam Kading NBCA), and in
degraded forest and tall secondary growth around Ban
Hinngon, where it was common. In Phou Dendin NBCA
11 wis provistonally identified rwice.

I was distingushed from AL mormsarina and A, peracensis
by the lack of an olwious evering, having a face browner
than grey, and darker-washed underparts wath g markedly
vellow tone, Grey was restrictel to the cap; the cheeks were
concolorous with (although slightly darker than, and
sometimes tinged grev-brown) the throat and breast. The
folded remiges were noticeably rusty against the rest of the
Upperparts.

These birds fit 4. potoicephala alearis, which has not
otherwise been recorded recently from Lacs. Histornical
records come from hilly areas in the North and Annamites:
Ban Muangyve and Ban Boun-Ta: (Bangs and Van Tyne
1931, Ban Houayxai, Ban Namkeung-Kan, Lo-Tiao and
Taloun teommaon at all; Delacour and Greenway 1940u).
Trannmh (less common; Delacour and Greenway 19401,
David-Beaulieu 19447 and Xe¢ Pon (common: David-
Beaulicu 1949-1930). It occurred in the same localities as
A ome fratercudus around Tranninh, ¢even mixing in small
numbers in flocks in which the latter was common (David-
Braulieu 19:414), while in castern Savannakhet large {locks
af A, poears somenmes contained unidentified fulvetras
which were either A. peracenses annamensis or A peracensis
groper [ David-Beaulicu 1949-1950). The most similar
specimens at BM(NH) to the birds we observed are two
which were collected at Ban Muanglap (camp 13) by
Herbert in 1920

Guriv-cneeked Funverra Alappe momsona This species
wits recorded on the Nakay Plateau and was common n
secondary forest along the Nam Ngoy 16 km upstream of
Ban Thabak, The single record west uf this was on Savphou
Ag, west of the Nam Kading, at 750 m. Small numbers
were wWdennfied provistonally in and around Phou Dendin
NBCA at 900 - 1,700 m. It was previously Tound widely
i and around Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA i 19949 (Evans
und Timmins 1997), In the (teld 11 showed 9 mx of
characters of 4. peracensts aRaMCHsLs and A, p. groten (see
Thewlis e al. 19906).01t was collected (as A. nzpalensis
factidries) in the Ban Nape and Nam Theun area (Delacour
19209) It is now called 4. morrisome frazercidies (Mlikovsk
and Inskipp in prep.). Birds referred to 4. w. fratercidig
were common in Tranninh (David-Beaulieu 1944);
specimens Irom this region at BMINH) have darker and
morz univrm brown upperparts than the bieds recorded
in the Nam Theun carchment.

*AusTRALASIAN Busuiark Mivafra javanics One on 1 May
at the edge of 0 dry pool at Ban Nakhav (Phou Khaokhoay
NBCA) s the first recent Lao record. Tt was frequent on
passage through Tranninh in November and sometimes
April and a few were found one autumn in Savannakher
(David-Beauhieu 1944, 1949-10350), The timing of the
Phou Khacokhoay NBCA record accords with a migrant.

*SITREARLD SPIDERNUNTER Ayachuoicra magna Recorded,
often commaonly, on the Nakay Plateaw (300-600 m), n
the Nam Kading NBCA (250-850 m), around the Nadi
Limestone (300 m), on the Bolaven Plateau (750~ 1,000
m}, ut Vangviang (200 m) and at Phou Dendin NBCA (600
m]. The species was also common in Phou Xang He NBCA

down 1o 300 m (Thewhs ¢ al. 1096, King er ol {1973)
gave a lower alutudinal limit of 900 m, which is clearly
imapproprate for Laos; Beonsong and Round (1991 stated
that the species occurred down w the foothills in Thailand
and Robson ¢t of. (1993b) recorded birds down wo 140 m
i Viemnam, The lack of records [rom south of the Bolaven
Plateau contrasts with its abundance on the Mateau and
in areas (0 the north.

*PLAIN=BACKED SPARROW [Passer flavenlus A male on
Garden Island. Vienoane (3 December) and tour at Pakxan
{20 December) in waterside scrub or cultivation. Previous
Lao records come only from the South and Centre (King
ef @ 1973). In Savannakhet. it was scarce, lived away from
habnations, and occurred in pairs rather than the big flocks
of Cochinchinag (David-Beaulicu 19409-1950); 11 was a
restdent around Pakxe and in one year nested in the hospital
butldings (Engelbach 1932), Other recent records are off
11 on 29 januarv 1993 ar Dong Kalo, Xe Pian NBECA
(Mhewlis ¢ al. 1996} and occasional birds in 1994 in
degraded areas of the Nakav Plateau and the outskirts of
X¢ Bang-Nouan NBCA (Evans and Trmmins 1907} The
species appears 1o by localized in smaull numbers in Laos;
contrastngly in Thailand it 1s 4 very common resident and
veeurs i a variety ol habitats throughour the country
(Boonsung and Round 1991,

*Forest Wacran Deidronanthus pndwis Birds (usually
singly) were recorded in Nam Kading NBCA (mamly in
degraded areas) on seven dates in April, from Ban Houavko
[Bolaven Southwest PPA) on 12 and 13 Apnil, and near
Ban Nam Tang (Bolaven Plateau) on 10 Apnl. Other
recent records are of small numbers ar Phou Xang He
NBCA in April 1993, at Lao Pako in April 1903 und a1 Xe
Pian NBCA in early January and early March 1993
(Thewlts ¢7 &f. 1996}, The concentratnon in April indicates
that the bird eccurs primanly on passage i Laos, with
relatively small numbers i winter m the South; by conrrast
1Uis commuon i winter i maost of Thailand (Boonsong and
Round 1991). Historical records are: a regular double
passage migrant i Tranninh, commoner in August -
Ocrober than in April (David-Beaulicu 1944 ); 4 scarce bird
in Savanmikher (no dates given: David-Beaulizu 1949-
1950 reconded from dense forest around Pakxe in October
- January (Engelbach 1932) and a single from Ban
Muungyo on 15 May (Bangs and Van Tyne 1931).
Delacour (1929b) considered that it wis a common winter
visitor 1o the south of Indochuna, but rare in the centre,

Warre Wactan, Moractlla afba Birds were common along
the Nam Ou (Phou Dendin NBCA) in May - Junc. and
many fresh juveniles: some begging from adults. were
observed. This is the first breeding record for Laos of a
commaon migrant throughout the country (King e af, 1975,
Thewhs o @/, 1996, Evans and Timmins 1997} Elsewhere
m Indochina, King «r «f. (1973) recorded breeding only
tor Tonkin, which adjoins North Laos. Breeding 1s probably
not widespread in North Laos as David-Beaulieu ( L944)
never recorded it during tive vears’ residence in Tranninh.

*Piv-raeD ParroTRncH Ervilinga prasina Singles at Nam
Mang (Phou Khaokhoay NBCA) on 9 and {1 November
and widespread records of flocks (somie of hundreds) i Nam
Kading NBCA, ¢spectally the Nam Ao forest in January.
These are the first recent records from Laos: Previous Lao
records are discussed in Thewlis &2 af, (in prep.).
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*Sror-winakn Grosseak Mucerobas niclanocarthos A flock
of about seven along the Nam Ou at 370 moon 26 May
(Phou Dendin NBCA) fed on small fruies in an area of
secomdary growth. This is the first recent record for Laos,
although this pattern is not unexpected as previeus records
come anly from the North (King = af. 1975, Past records
compnse: Bun Muangve (Bangs and Van Tyne 1931); Lo-
Tiae and Taloun {Delacour and Greenway 1940a): and a
regular summer visitor, erratic in numbers, to Xiangguang
(David-Beaulicu 1944

*Brack=HeEapeD BustinG Fmbdriza melanocephala A male
ar Vangviang on 27 Navember is the fimst record {or
Indochina (Mlikovsky and Inskipp in prep.) and probably
the first fleld observation of the species in mamland South-
East Asia (Thewlis 1993],

Sarvey permussion was granted by the Department of Foréstry at the
Mumsiry of Agncullure and Forestry (especially Mr Khamphoune
Kingsada, Mr, Chanthaviphone Inthsvong, Mr  Suleumsy
Phuthavaphone and Mr  Venevongphet) with assistance from the
Huedropowes Office of the Muustey of Industry and Hendicrasts
fespecially. M. Michel Miron and My Bounlar Vidavsouk) and rhe
Commuttee tor Cooperation and Planming (especially Mr, Bounmy
Thepsimuong), We are most gratefol to these bodies and individuals
fur therr time and support Juning the year

Many people gave advice and aswistance, meludmg Per Alscrom; lan
Burd; Blavs and Unchai Berfanuller, Ball Blssch, Mike Meredishand
Alan Rabinewiz (WCSE Stuant Chape (UGN Peter Golston and
Robert Pry*s-Tones (BMINH)Y: Thomaos Jonnsen (Lao-Swedish
[orestry Cooperanon Programime), Anders Kopvald (Norpland: Tock
Promser A Nam Thean 2 Project Development Group s Philip Round,:
(rmg Robson: Gian Pieero Simeont fElecrrownrth and Uthar Treesucon.
Tun Inskipp provadesd sianvaluable dralt of the Anootted checklist
and hiblwogrphy of the birds of Indochma, access o the mire elusive
references and Irequent advice. Dan Duff rranslared rext from Russian

The eothusmstie partcipation of our counterparts Chainod
Suwmphone. Buonhom Sounthala, Bounseo Souan and Khamkhoun
Khounboline (61 of the Centre for Protecred Areas and Warershed
Management) and Bounlem and Phouwvang (Phou Khavkhoay NBCA
hendguntiers) was greatly appreciated and insmmamental to the operanion
olthe surveys Other useiul observauons were contributed by Matthew
Etterand Michuel Laven

Mosr fieldwork was conducred through the Wikdhte Consenvation
Sociery The Nakay Platcau was sutveved under comtract rel, G-
B524 1o the Nam Theun 2 Project Development Group, Nam Kading
NBCA and surroundings under contract 1o Blecirowat Engincening
Services and to Nopplan and the Xe Namboy area upder contrict to
Elecrrowarr Engineenng Servaces, The Cedar Grove Omithological
Research Station Ine (USA) provided partal finanoal support Tor
W G Robichaud.
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APPENDIX 1

Threat codes:
GT, Globally Threatened, GNT, Globally Near-"Threarened; ARL, At Risk in Lapst PARL, Potentially At Risk i Laos; LIS,
threat level Lattle Known i Laos

Abundiance codes:

A Abundant: C, Common: B, Frequent; O, Qccasional; I, Present but abundance not assessed; L (prefixi, Local: k isulfix for
lower Ne Numnoy), recorded only on the Xe Kong adjacent 1o the lower Xe Namnoy, Codes in parentheses indicate thar the
bird was nat recorded direetly but was reported by villagers. Codes in square brackets indicate a provisional record. Dual codes
teqz PG indicare thar the Arst assessment was confumed but the second s believed to be correct Codes 1n parentheses
indicate that the species was reported by villagerss, but not confirmed 1o occur. Abundances for birds mot idenificd 10 species
(e.g. vellownape sp.) do not melude sndividuals wdenufied w species

Stres; see ext,

Species notes:
: posstbly Red-necked Sust Caludne ngficolice, o all nrds idenutied were of the Two-barred form 2 (12
¢ all binds identified to race were C o aplonaties., plamtbeitarsies
- may include some Slender-billed Onoles. s on Bolaven Plareau. may uelude some Whue-rled Leaf
s white-headed forms Warblers,
black-headed forms, :a dishinet torm as desenbed i the text,
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Bird records from Laos, October 1994 -

August 1995
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Bird records from Laocs. October 1904 - August 1995
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Bird records from Laos, October 1994 - August 1995

Sewazs Threat

Nam Theun drmnage basn

Phou Khao

Ne Nam Noy car

Bulovens Ne
Platesn

msd

e

Thiw

it
SHes

neaie] AmyeN

%]

ETTBTEETIVE RUSHN

duraa] noydavg

YIOEN T

ELUER IO
siate )

BUny WEN]
SEtpv N Wy

LG
Slppry

EREN| r']

IR0 AUl
LT AN AP

surty ey

Ay ay

g 2y mwon]

N URJIM

VN Maim

v

[Eeasian SparrowHARR
Accrpater mims]

Rupovs-gnann [ezzapn
Buzasrer liventer GNT
GREV-FACED BLzzaRD

B. nufteus

Common Buzzarn

Buteo buteo

Biack Facey

Terinaerus madavensiy

EAtLE sp.

Aguita GT
Rupous-pin i Eacln
Hiraectis hiement

[Crascutanre Hawy EaGLe
Spisadatn cirvitin)

MonNTAN Haws Bacie

S. mpatensis

Corranen FALGonE

Microlneray caendescons

Pied Farconer

M, melunolencos GNT
Common KesTREL

Faleo tinnunendus

Owipsyat Hosuy

I severus

BupastasiOrivar. Hossy

I% nibbpten]F. sevens

PrrecGRINE FALGON

I pevegrima

|t Gresst

Tachybaprus meficoltis

[Oerentar) Dagtiig

A n, mélinggasier  GNT
Lt Borer

Eprenra parzerea

Griiv Higox

Anka yinctia PARL
Pt Hlusox

2L plerpumesy PARIL.
CGREAT B

(rasmerndius albus

IxvranminaTe Eaney

Masaphovs intermedia

Carrey Bawey

Bubudcio ibis

Cinese Poxn Herox

Ardeola bacchus

Pont HERON 5

Avdesla

Larrrs Hurow

Burorides striopui

Maravan Niowm Hoxos
Clorsacihus melanolophs LK
Yerbowy Brrvean

Lxobrychs sinensis

Clnnaston Brrree~

1. Crmiantomens

Brack Brovms

Dupetor flasrcolls
WhHIE-SHouLoepen Biack Ins
Picudibis paapillosa davison GT
G Tis

Pomgantea GT
Brack STong

Ciconua migra

WolnLy-NEc ke S1vRE

(= epiwopis ARL

10]

8]

e

o

P

(4]

I

Il

O

2]

1

|

l'l

Tk

Pk

[ I ol I i I

]J

[

™

‘P

rrr

(L1

(15]

2,13

11

33

RS




60 1 W, DUCKWORTH < !, Forktail 13 (1295)

Phos [{thes
£ 34 (L0

Nam Theun dramage basin Phou Kbso | Xe Nom Nay cal

ASH
]
~

Bolovens Xe
Mlateau
SERCIEs ¢ Theeat

LS |

DY)
PPN
el X PPN

VIHN T
ERES RN
suate wadoy

TN oY%

AutpieN] usg
ISaTOL] U]

Fumpp] wny
YL A

BITH A N

NEAEL| ATHUN
¥
VYN 1o

WBi] 3% BN

AUNIRAUIT] BN

Furaory nogdieg

Lol Akt As
Leprapitles patvnte i Gl "
Bawen Iorra
Pirza phiavey I 1* I3
Bt skt s
0 mpsiedenss GNT { B
Biigent s Prmya
" qer GNT| PP | P
Rus iv-naruo Prroa
% s I P
Bt Prrv e
P oanea FlFP ¥
Beig/Eangn Proy s
I evamea/It plidvrss Cl G cl|p I P
Bap-iensimn Preia
t dlom GNT <
Hapobrn Pe s
2 serdida ('
B i-wrsiabay P s
P opusdine v e [ I (141
Drisss Broapnil
Coorvdon s Imanis I rw
Biara-asipity Brosaamel
Cummbrehvin e meaerahynilin plp
Banono Buosimuls
Etryluinns st LF I I (L [
ST R-RKEAS TS TBROADI
Sexzbapbna fanatus Pl F [l (8] Y
b= raiLyes Bl g
(Rarismires adalhonsiar P I PF PE P|F P
Axiax Tamy Brokmin
Trenu pucitia c|c|lc|rl P PlLC| P P C clclprpirlrlnmre I 5
Hi L= Lbsi-aets
Chborppts vy hite hmenvc C|TA plC|P C|C PlF|P B P i3
Chon Bss lron ren, Learmpn
LB TYE O 8 L It
Cheanvi-annnien Learmiin
L fuardiesckit LG E P i
Biorwss Simst 1.4
Enti ersstatio C|F | P s LF|LF| C P B3
Dt ALl SERIEE
L. ciillarionden O Ccloe|p 1
Lll'\'wli\u B0 SHEikE
£ oschach " P |
Gpy-Har Gel) SHRIKE
L, rupi;l'\urh-fm “ i N
Errasiax fay
Crarendun efumdirigy L I Pl P
Red bty Buls Maiin
Uinnmsi ervtlirafivrabio F C e r P|F | F ol I 5
WA= s Ups MAGEH
U sehirelieadi GNTLC
Coovimps Gress Maoin
Coasdar chtinenats C|P|P F r b L I O r [14]
InlChomiiESh Cpresy Macpis
{0 Ryt OGNT B
Gurey Trervi
I Memdvanaeid formine P
RaC KET-TarLRD Tk
Clrppapna deme c| P L re|mlrjc|r It
Boava parp= PaLEd TheERmE ff )
Fenneurus 1omnurus e r (5} 13
Lsitapiapl d nby Cuore
Lottt pcad el foe (A U I - I ol P P rlrplclclec|lc]lCc|o i
Asty WoopswALLow
letinmes Puxea | B r
Blick-maped Orele
Ol chieronsas (33 c|lriplr ol I 1




Forkral 13 (1008)

Bird records from Laos, Ociober 1994 - August 1045
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Rird records from Laos, October 1994 - August 19093
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Bird records from Laos, October 1994 - August 1905
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Bird recopds from Lavs, Octaber 1904

Augusr 1003
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APPENDIX 2

GAZETTEER

Thewls e el (m prep.) give co-orcinates und altitudes for most sites and relate map pames 1o Ioeally used names or those tn
past references. Sites which are cited in thas paper, bur not in Thewlis er.al. {in prep.] are presented in this supplementary
garetieer Besides geogmphacal co-ordinates, localities are hsted necording ro two biogeographical region classificanions, tfirstly
the division of Laos into North (N}, Centreal (C) and South (S} proposed by Delacour and Jabouille (1931 and emploved by
King ¢t al (1975); secondly, the classificanon of MacKinnon and MacKinnon (1986) wha divided Laos imo the three sub-units
ol Central Indochina (10a), North Indochima (10b) and Annam (5h),

Co-ordinates, slnmudes, and place name spellings have been standardized to follow the Repubhique Demncratijue Populaire Lao
Service Geographigue D'Ewt 11100,000 map senies, except for the Bolaven Plareau, the Mekong and Annamitic chmn (which
are called Phouphiang Bolaven, Nam Khong and Sayphou Louang, respecnively. on the Lao Service Geographique D'Etal
L 100,000 map series)

Locality with geographical co-ordinates Alternative names Biogeographic Altitude/m
_ in past references Subunits _
Ban Hinngon ([8°23'N 104°29°E) N, 1Da 450
Ban Kutok (18712'N T0440'E) C. lia 40
Ban Lak (28] (18°09'N 104728°E) C, tua 180-400
Ban Laophouchar (247N 102°24'E) Lao Fou Chai N, 10b 1100
Ban Latsen (19 20N 10308'E) N, 10b 1,100
Ban Muangliap (1829'N 101"39'E) Muang Liep: ¢camp 13 N, 10a 200
(Herbert 1920).
Ban Namkong (14739'N 106'35'E) S, 10a 760
Ban Namsanam (18 TT'N 104733'E) C. 1Da 150
Ban Nongset (154N 106°25°E) S. 10a tvillage) 2o
Ban Pak-Hinboun (17°35'N 104-37'E) Pak Hin Boun; L t0a 155
Muang Hinboun
Bun Songheng (177N 104734°E) C, I0a 170
Ban Thabak (1837 14'N 104-40°E) C, 10a 380
Ban Touav ( 14°50N 100°57E) S, 10s 100
Ban Xe Namnoy (15°00'N 1060°36'E) S, 10a 760
Ban Xeno (16740 N 104759 E ) C, e 180
Nam Ngom (18285 18 40N 1042 1-104°26'E) N, 10a 00
Nam Sang (18°52-107°053' N 104712104716 E) N. t0a, 5b 130-600
Num Souung Reservoir
imarked on map as “Agk. N"1 (18713 N 102727 E) Ne loe 180
Num Xan (IR 23N I08'N 103930 1039'E) N, 1Ua 160940
Nikhom 3 (17T492N 1053'15'R) C, 1oa S50
Nong Paapak (1740N 105°19°E) C, 104 540
Phou Hai (18°10'N 104 39'E) N, 10a 243
Vangviang (18°35' N 102°27° E) N, 10a 200
Xe Man dim sie (153037 N 106731 EI S 10a 7RO
Xe Banghiang Se Bang Hieng'~ C/S, 104550 130-280

(16703 - 16°'5F N 10515 - 10627 E)






